Virginia’s City Walk

This handout is based on Walk 3 in Jean Moorcroft Wilson’s Virginia Woolf’s London (pp 189-93).  Illustrations were drawn for that book by Leonard McDermid, 1987.  The walk moves from west to east, starting near St. Paul’s Cathedral, and going to All Hallows Church near the Tower of London.  This is the walk Woolf promised Vita Sackville-West in 1937.  
Nearest Tube Stop: St. Paul’s (Central line).
The City of London (the City) is the oldest part of London, and occupies about a square mile.  Since Woolf’s day it has been the financial and legal district.  Virginia and Leonard Woolf’s first home as a married couple was Clifford’s Inn (no longer there), between Chancery Lane and Fetter Lane, close to Fleet Street, the center of London journalism.

Medieval London dates from the 12th century, when William I granted a charter and independence to the City of London and built three castle fortresses along the Thames.  Only one of these remains, the White Tower within today’s Tower of London, which still marks the southwestern border of The City.  St. Paul’s Cathedral marks the western border. Wilson writes that The City was Woolf’s favorite place to walk in London, and that “St. Paul’s alone justified living in London for Virginia” (163).  The City is also the setting for parts of Orlando, in which Woolf meticulously recreates City scenes at various moments in English literary history.
Virginia to Vita, Nov. 13, 1937 (Letters, vol. 6, # 3327)
I' ll take you to The Tower--I've just been there, this dripping Sunday; because almost every day I take my walk through the City. I like it better than Kent--Bread Street, Camomile Street, Seething Lane, All Hallows, St Olaves--Then out one comes at The Tower, and there I walk on the terrace by the guns, with the ships coming up or down--which is it? . . . 
	1. From St. Paul’s, walk down St. Paul’s Churchyard (the street on the other side of the church, if you are coming from the tube stop) to Cannon St.

2. Walk down Cannon St. to Mansion House tube station, and turn half-left into Queen Victoria St.
3. Queen Victoria St. takes you to the Bank of England complex (on left), the Royal Exchange straight ahead, and Mansion House on your right.
Royal Exchange:  Founded in 1565 as a center of commerce, the current structure was built in 1842-44 (two previous buildings burned).
Mansion House: Lord Mayor of London’s official residence. Built 1753.
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	4. 
	The Bank of England and the Royal Exchange (1844), Threadneedle and Cornhill Streets www.scholars.nus.edu.sg/landow/victorian/art/architecture/feist/29.html
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 Mansion House



	5. Walk straight between the Bank and the Royal Exchange up Threadneedle St.
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The Tower of London is well worth a visit (open 10 am to 6:30, last admission 5:15 pm).  Plan to stand in line to get a ticket this time of year.  Tower Bridge, just south of it, is one of London’s most famous sights, too. 

The Tower website says that it “is the oldest palace, fortress and prison in Europe” (toweroflondontour.com/intro.html ).
William the Conqueror built the oldest part, the White Tower, on the site where the Roman Emperor Claudius had built a fort over 1000 years before.  Medieval kings lived in the White Tower, and this is where Richard II signed away the throne.  An impressive display of armour is on exhibit here.  The Crown Jewels were once kept in the White Tower but are now on display in the Jewel House.  
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Various kings built 13 smaller towers and the wall connecting them, surrounding the central keep.  There are 

16th century sketch showing the moat 

Richard I added (drained in 1830)


six more towers along a second wall along the Thames.  Of these, the Bloody Tower is the one from which the little princes disappeared in the reign of Richard III (1483), and the Bell Tower is where Bloody Mary imprisoned her half-sister Elizabeth (later Elizabeth I) in 1654.  Many famous people were executed on Tower Green, including Sir Thomas Moore (1534-35), Anne Boleyn (1536), and Lady Jane Grey (1553-54). 

	5.  At the end of Threadneedle St turn LEFT onto Bishopsgate, cross the road, and go on past St. Helen’s Place to Camomile St (or stop for a breather at 
St. Helen’s churchyard).
	

	6.  At the end of Camomile St., turn RIGHT into St. Mary Axe and go south to Leadenhall St.
	

	7.  Turn LEFT along Leadenhall St, then RIGHT down Billiter St and Mark Lane, watching for Hart St on LEFT.
	

	8.  Hart St leads to one of the churches Woolf mentions in the letter to Vita, St. Olave’s.  (The City has more churches than any other part of London.)  Samuel Pepys is buried in the nave, as is the woman who brought the 17th century plague to London, Mary Ramsey. 
	

	9.  Turn RIGHT at the church into Seething Lane (a plaque tells you Pepys worked at the Navy Office that was here).
	

	10. Continue down Seething Lane to Byard St and see All Hallow’s church. From here you can see the Tower of London to the east.  Pepys lived across the street from this church and climbed the church tower to watch the Great Fire of London in 1666.  Only the tower and walls survived the WWII bombing of London.  All Hallows claims to be the oldest church in London, founded in 675 (you can see traces of Roman pavement under the Saxon arch).  It also has American connections: William Penn was christened here in 1644, and Pres. John Quincy Adams was married here in 1797. (Don’t confuse All Hallows by the Tower with All Hallows London Wall.)
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All Hallows by the Tower, by night
	








