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THE UNIVERSITY OF
ALABAMA IN HUNTSVILLE.

MEDIA ALERT

The University of Alabama in Huntsville hosts 17t" Annual
Rocket City Weather Fest

What: The American Meteorological Society/National Weather Association Student Chapter at
the University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH) invites the public to the 17th Annual Rocket City
Weather Fest.

When: Saturday, February 7, 2026, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where: UAH Shelby Center for Science and Technology is the primary venue. Larger speaking
engagements will be held next door at the Student Services Building. Tours of the Severe
Weather Institute Radar and Lightning Laboratories (SWIRLL) will also be held. Click here for a
campus map.

About: Free and open to the public, this event brings together meteorology enthusiasts,
students, professionals and the local community for a day full of weather education and fun.

The event features all-day activities such as experiments for kids, tours of the Severe Weather
Institute - Radar & Lightning Laboratories (SWIRLL), exhibitor booths and weather research
vehicles. In addition, key events include:

e Keynote Speakers: Dr. Josh Wurman and Dr. Karen Kosiba of the UAH Flexible Array
of Radars and Mesonets (FARM) Weather Research Facility

e Other Speakers Include: WAAY-31 Meteorologist Grace Anello and WHNT-19 Chief
Meteorologist Danielle Dozier

e Weather Briefing: Delivered by UAH Atmospheric and Earth Science (AES) students,
providing the latest insights into current weather patterns.

e Weather and Society Panel: Learn about the intersection of weather and society from
experts in the field, including

o Dr. Lee Ellenburg, Associate State Climatologist and Research Scientist at the
UAH Earth System Science Center (ESSC)

o Ronan Lucey, Research Scientist for NASA Disasters at UAH ESSC
o Ben Luna, Meteorologist for TN Valley Weather
o Dr. Karen Kosiba, Managing Director of the FARM Facility

e Student Lightning talks and live experiments: UAH students will give short talks
about their research and perform live experiments

e Exhibitor Fair: Interact with members of the local weather community including
representatives from National Weather Service (NWS), WAAY-31, WHNT-19, and more

e Tours of the SWIRLL Facility: Happening all day; offers ability for attendees to see
UAH facilities up close

Media Contact: Julie Jansen, julie.jansen@uah.edu, 256-824-6926

Weather Fest Event Point of Contact: Vivian Bledsoe, vIb0010@uah.edu, 256-824-4032
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