The University of Alabama in Huntsville
Graduate Council Meeting
Minutes
Friday, October 16, 2026
2:00 pm SSB 201

	Members Present:
	Aubrey Beal, COE
Maria Pour, COE
Kader Frendi, COE
Wafa Orman, COB*
Yi Tan, COB
Vasileios Pavlopoulos, COB
Lillian Joyce, CAHS*
Molly Johnson, CAHS
Joe Conway, CAHS
Derek Koehl, CAHS
Lingze Duan, COS*
Max Bonamente, COS 
Joshua Booth, COS
Yeow Chye Ng, CON*
Tracy Lakin, CON
Amy McIntosh, CON
Jeremy Elliott, CESHS* 
Amanda Giles, CESHS
Dan Walsh, CESHS
Nic Loyd, Chair*
Amy Smith, Registrar*
Misty McFadden, OIREA*


	Members Absent:
	Mike Anderson, COE*
Joe Ng, COS 
Nilsa Black-Mead, CON (Proxy: Tracy Lakin)
David Moore, Library* 


	Guests:
	Michelle Massey, Graduate School 
Simone Frazier, Graduate School
Rainer Steinwandt, COS
Carrie Deans, COS
Rainer Steinwandt, COS
Judy Schneider, Materials Science
Veronica Garcia-Hoyos, ISEEM


*Non-voting member
______________________________________________________________________

1. Roll Call

A record of attendance was recorded as noted above.

2. Approval of the Agenda

Motion made to approve the agenda and was seconded. Motion carried.

3. Minutes of the Meeting of September 25, 2026 

Motion made to approve the agenda and was seconded. Motion carried.

4. Announcement(s)
4.1.  Recent Graduate School Event(s)
· Graduate School Policies & Procedures Workshop – October 15

Ms. Michelle Massey shared details of the Graduate School policy and procedure workshop which was held on October 15th. Both Ms. Massey and Ms. Simone Frazier presented selected topics regarding Graduate School policies and procedures. These included the new doctoral post-bachelors and post-masters’ pathways, coaching students through academic probation, new procedures for preliminary and comprehensive exams, graduation deadlines, and a demonstration of the new Kuali program of study form. The workshop was well attended and participants engaged in thoughtful discussion during the presentation.

5. Old Business
5.1.  Updates to the new Kuali Program of Study form; procedure for new POS for post-bachelor’s or post-master’s doctoral students

Ms. Simone Frazier described and demonstrated the new Kuali Program of Study form for the graduate council. The form combines new and change-of-program submissions and allows either students or departments to submit the form. The form includes updated catalog year options, including a separate category for doctoral programs admitted before 2026 and features a routing system that sends forms to either graduate program coordinators or committee chairs based on the student’s program type. The form includes additional fields for transfer credits, and the workflow is designed to mimic the current PDF layout while adding improved functionality. 

5.2.  Graduate Faculty Nominations
· COE: 1620 Alim, Einaam - MS/Computer Engineering (nomination approved)

Dr. Loyd stated that Dr. Alim’s emergency approval to graduate faculty status was tabled following the September 2026 graduate council meeting but Dr. Loyd approved his nomination after the September meeting because the initial emergency approval expired in September 2026. Dr. Alim’s nomination approval will run through Spring 2027 in alignment with his appointment period as lecturer for his department. 
 
6. New Business
6.1. Preliminary and Comprehensive Exam Documentation Procedure 

Ms. Michelle Massey shared details of the new procedure for documenting preliminary and comprehensive exams. These exams are not required by the Graduate School. However, documentation of these exams has historically routed through the Graduate School. The Graduate School has shifted documentation of these exams into the Kuali Report of Examination form. Departments will use this form and select the appropriate exam type and may also upload pass/fail letters that are issued to the students. Departments will no longer use the Graduate School portal to route the preliminary and comprehensive exam. PDF forms for the preliminary exam have been removed from the Graduate School web page.

6.2. Revision to the Graduate Conditional and Unconditional Admission Policy

Ms. Michelle Massey presented proposed changes to the graduate admissions policies for unconditional and conditional admission. For unconditional admission it was proposed that if a student has an undergraduate GPA of less than 3.0 but has a 3.0 or better in prior graduate coursework (having completed 6-12 hours) students may be admitted unconditionally. Discussion took place among the graduate council to adjust the graduate course completion range to 9 hours at a minimum and allow departments to set their own limits with 9 hours as a baseline. For conditional admission it was proposed that if a student is seeking readmission to a graduate program and has a prior graduate GPA of less than 3.0 the student should be automatically conditionally admitted. Discussion took place and it was requested that the use of the word ‘automatically’ be removed. The Graduate School will present revised language at the November meeting for both policies. 

6.3. UAH Transfer Credit Limits and Honoring Shared Credit Requests

Dr. Loyd addressed the policy on shared credit for second master's degrees, confirming that students in catalogs prior to 2025-2026 will be allowed to double-count up to six credits between a first and second master’s degree from UAH. However, departments will need to provide documentation that justifies how sharing the courses between degrees accomplishes the following:
1)  The distinct learning outcomes and core competencies of the second degree relative to the first degree.
2) A breakdown showing that at least 24 semester hours consist of entirely new coursework completed specifically for the second degree program.
3) Departmental justification explaining how the 6 shared credits directly align with the secondary degree curriculum.
Dr. Loyd also opened a discussion to propose changes to current graduate transfer policies specifically regarding courses taken at UAH versus external institutions. The discussion centered on whether to treat UAH courses differently from external transfer courses, with concerns raised about preventing students from completing PhD requirements and then transferring those credits to master's programs. Dr. Loyd proposed removing certain transfer caps for UAH courses taken in different programs, though noted this could create issues with PhD students using master's credits. The Graduate School agreed to draft official language for review, with the option to include department approval requirements for transfers between programs.

7. Curricular Items
 
Courses:
7.1. CAHSS:  EH 550 – Medieval Literature (modify: course title change to broaden course offerings) - Approved
7.2. CAHSS: PY 516 – Advanced Perception (new: 500-level course to be cross listed with 400-level ‘Perception’)  - Approved contingent on the approval of the course number change of PY 316 to PY 416
7.3. CAHSS: ISP 572 – Economic & Energy Security (new: course will be used toward two new degree programs) - Approved


Programs:
7.4. COS: Applied Science (PhD) – (new) - Approved
7.5. COB: Executive Master of Business Administration– (new) - Approved

Concentrations: 
7.6. CAHSS: Human Factors (Concentration) – (new; parent program is MS in Psychology) - Approved

8. Graduate Faculty Nominations – For Membership Consideration
8.1. COE: 1731   Saladao, Alejandro – PhD/Systems Engineering (supervisory committee)- Approved
8.2. COE: 1749   Fox, Jon R. –  PhD/Physics (supervisory committee)- Approved
8.3. COS: 1742   Mayo, John Arthur – PhD/Microbiology/Chemistry (renewal: supervisory committee)- Approved
8.4. COS: 1730   Pollux, Bart J.A. – PhD/Biological Sciences (supervisory committee)- Approved
8.5. COS: 1738   Phillips, John G. – PhD/Biological Sciences (supervisory committee)- Approved
8.6. COS: 1735    Bossaller, Daniel – PhD/Mathematics (supervisory committee) - Approved
8.7. COS: 1729    Gasparini, Clelia – PhD/Evolutionary Biology (supervisory committee)- Approved

9. For the Good of the Order

10.  Reminder: Next Graduate Council Meeting – November 13, 2026

11.  Adjourn - The meeting adjourned approximately at 4:00pm
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