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EDUCATION 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Ph.D. in Political Science, May 2001. 
Coursework in Comparative Politics, Latin American Studies, and American Politics. 
Dissertation: Civil Society in Democratic Transition: Cooperation among Grassroots 
Organizations in the Dominican Republic 
Dissertation committee chair: Jonathan Hartlyn 
 
George Washington University, Master of Arts in International Affairs, May 1993. 
Studies in Comparative Politics, Latin American History, Middle Eastern Politics. 
 
Georgetown University, Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service, May 1991. 
Courses in International Politics, Economics, Advanced Political Theory, Languages, and 
History. 
 
Universidad del Salvador, Buenos Aires, Argentina 1989-90. 
All classes in Spanish.  Studied Argentine, Latin American, and International Politics. 
 
LANGUAGES 
Native French and English speaker. 
Fluent in Spanish. 
Proficient in Fulani, with review. 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
Associate Professor, University of Alabama in Huntsville, August 2010 – present. 
 
Assistant Professor, University of Alabama in Huntsville, August 2007 – July 2010. 
Taught undergraduate and graduate courses in Comparative Politics, Politics of Industrializing 
Countries, and International Organizations. 
 
Associate Professor on leave, Mills College, Oakland, California, May 2007 - August 2009. 
 
Assistant Professor, Mills College, Oakland, California, August 2001 - May 2007. 
Taught undergraduate courses on Comparative Politics, Latin American Politics, U.S. 
Government, and The United Nations.  
 
Instructor, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, January 2000 - May 2001. 
Had full preparation, teaching, and grading responsibilities for undergraduate courses: 
Introduction to U.S. Government (45 students), and Politics in Latin America (30 students).   
 



Teaching Assistant, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, August 1997- May 1998. 
Led three weekly discussion sections of 18 to 22 students each, to complement lectures given by 
Professor George Rabinowitz in his Introduction to U.S. Politics class.  Graded papers and 
exams, and prepared final grades for 60 students. 
 
Research Assistant, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, September 1996- May 1997. 
Assisted Professor Kevin McGuire in his research on the judicial system in U.S. politics, and 
Professor Evelyne Huber in her research on welfare states. 
 
English Teacher, United States Peace Corps, Mokolo, Cameroon, June 1994- June 1996. 
Participated in 12-week training program which included cross-cultural adaptation, tropical 
disease prevention, and preparation for classroom teaching.  Prepared, organized, and conducted 
lessons for Cameroonian high school classes of 40 to 100 students, ages 13 to 25; developed and 
introduced new materials and visual aids; implemented new Teach English - Prevent AIDS 
curriculum.  
 
COURSES TAUGHT 
American Government 
Comparative Politics 
Government Department Senior Seminar 
International Organizations 
Latin American Revolution and Revolutionary Movements 
Latin American Politics 
Model United Nations and Model United Nations Practicum 
Politics of the Developing World 
The Politics of African Development 
The United States and Latin America 
 
REFEREED RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS 
2016.  “Beyond Domestic Violence Survivor Services: Refocusing on Inequality in the Fight 

against Gender-Based Violence in the Americas.”  Bulletin of Latin American Research 
vol. 35 (4): 452–466. 

2010.  “Changing Norms of Accountability: Opportunities for Democratic Change.”  Politics vol. 
30 (3): 160-167. 

2008.  “The Formation and Manipulation of Collective Identity: A Framework for Analysis.”  
Social Movement Studies.  vol. 7 no. 2. (September): 191-208. 

2006.  “Catalysts for Cooperation: Non-Governmental Organizations in Santo Domingo.” 
Journal of Civil Society vol. 2, no. 3 (December): 217-231. 

2006.  “Calculated Risks: Why Civic Leaders (Re)Turn to Politics.”  International Political 
Science Review vol. 27, no. 3: 285-300. 

2003.  “Limits to Democratic Development in Civil Society and the State: The Case of Santo 
Domingo.”  Development and Change vol. 34, no. 1: 25-44.   

 
 
 
 



ADDITIONAL PUBLICATIONS 
2017.  “Title IX and Campus Sexual Assault under Trump.” Gender Policy Report (online).  

University of Minnesota.  http://genderpolicyreport.umn.edu/title-ix-and-campus-sexual-
assault-under-trump/  

2013.  Review of Caamaño in London: The Exile of a Latin American Revolutionary by Fred 
Halliday (2011). Bulletin of Latin American Research vol. 32, no. 4: 17-19. 

2007.  Review of Aristide and the Endless Revolution (2005 documentary).  The Americas: A 
Quarterly Review of Inter-American Cultural History vol 63, no. 3 (January): 512-513. 

2001.  “Students, Study Abroad, and International Exchange in Africa.”  African Studies 
Association News vol. XXXIV, no. 3 (July/September): 4-5. 

 
WORKS IN PROGRESS 
“Resistance and the Alabamafication of the United States: Un/Documented Responses to the 

Anti-Immigrant Climate” revising for submission 
“A/Political Gender Policy Debates: The Holy See in the Inter-American System” collecting 

additional data for resubmission  
“The Myth of Cuban Exclusion? Cuban Efforts in the Regional and Global Fight against Gender 

Violence” on hold 
 
REFEREED CONFERENCE PAPERS, SINCE 2010  
2018 National Women’s Studies Association annual meeting “Resistance and the 

Alabamafication of the United States: Un/Documented Responses to the Anti-Immigrant 
Climate” November. 

2017 Southeastern Council of Latin American Studies annual meeting “The Myth of Cuban 
Exclusion? Cuban Efforts in the Regional and Global Fight against Gender Violence,” 
March.  

2016 American Political Science Association meeting, “A/Political Gender Policy Debates: The 
Holy See in the Inter-American System,” August-September. 

2014 National Women’s Studies Association Meeting “Tensions between Policy and 
Implementation: Exploring Weaknesses in Fighting Violence against Women on 
Campus,” November. 

2013 American Political Science Association Meeting “Using State Power to Prevent Violence 
Against Women,” August-September. 

2013 Midwest Political Science Association Meeting “Competing Causes?  The Tension 
Between Campaigns To Eradicate Domestic Violence and Campaigns To Eradicate 
Violence Against Women,” April. 

2011 University of South Florida conference “Social Movement Governance, the Poor, and the 
New Politics of the Americas,” “CAFTA-DR and the Possibilities of Governance for 
Dominican Civil Society,” February.  

 
GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 
UAH Humanities Center Research Grant, 2016 
UAHuntsville Humanities Center Research Grant, 2009 
Meg Quigley Fellowship in Women’s Studies, 2005- 06 
Mills College Faculty Development Grant for field work, 2004, 2005. 
American Political Science Association Small Research Grant, 2003- 04. 

http://genderpolicyreport.umn.edu/title-ix-and-campus-sexual-assault-under-trump/
http://genderpolicyreport.umn.edu/title-ix-and-campus-sexual-assault-under-trump/


Mills College Faculty Development Grant for course development, 2002- 03. 
University of North Carolina Graduate School Conference Grant, 2000. 
Inter-American Foundation Dissertation Fieldwork Fellowship, 1999. 
National Science Foundation Grant for the Study of Democracy and Democratization, 1998- 99. 
Tinker Foundation Pre-Dissertation Fellowship, 1997. 
University of North Carolina Merit Scholarship, 1996-1998. 
George Washington University, Elliott School Fellowship 1991-93. 
 
FIELD WORK SINCE 2010 
2018: Pro-immigrant Activists in Alabama (Montgomery, Birmingham, Huntsville, Decatur) 
2016: Inter-American Commission for Women’s biennial delegates’ meeting in Lima Peru, May. 
2013 OAS and VAW activists in Washington DC, October 2013 while on sabbatical 
2012 Inter-American Commission for Women’s biennial delegates’ meeting in San José Costa 

Rica, October.  
2010 Santo Domingo, summer  
 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SINCE 2010      
2014 – present: writing marathons during UAH breaks with multi-disciplinary group in History, 

Art History 
2013 – present: Regular meetings with multi-disciplinary research writing groups made up of 

UAH faculty members in English, History, and Psychology. 
American Political Science Association Short Course: “Gendering Political Science: Strategizing 

New Directions for Advancing Women in Political Science” 28 August 2013 in Chicago. 
Invited and fully funded participant, Summer Faculty Workshop in Public Policy of the RAND 

Pardee Graduate School in Santa Monica, July 2013.    
2013-2017: Advanced Placement Reader, Comparative Government and Politics Exam 
2010-13: Met monthly with cross-disciplinary writing group of Latin Americanists  
 
 
SERVICE ACTIVITIES SINCE 2010 
Service to the department 
Student advising 
Search Committee member for Political Science resulting in the hires of Ryan Holston, Shannon 

Bridgmon, Jeff Summerlin-Long, James Stoutenborough, and Shuang Zhao. 
Reappointment committee member for junior members every year 2010-present 
Faculty advisor for Nu Delta, the UAHuntsville chapter of the National Political Science Honor 

Society  
Faculty Advisor for the newly regrouped Political Science Club and Model United Nations 

Delegation to the Model United Nations at Emory University April 2013. 
Representative of the Political Science (and Sociology, when temporarily merged) department/s 

at Prospective Student Open Houses 2007-2012 
Search Committee, Baba Budha Imminent Scholar position in the Political Science Department 

2011-12. 
Service to the college  
Search committee member for the Dean search, 2018 
Promotion and Tenure Committee, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 



Co-organizer and judge for the Kathryn L. Harris Women’s Studies Writing Competition 2012-
2015 

Global Studies Advisory Committee, 2008-present 
Service to the university 
Faculty Senator for the Political Science Department 2012-2018 
Chair, Undergraduate Curriculum Committee of the Faculty Senate 2017-2018 
Member, Governance and Operations Committee of the Faculty Senate 2012-2017 
Search Committee for the Vice President for Research, 2013 
Preliminary Action Officer, Student Conduct Committee (formerly ‘University Judicial Board’), 

2008-2011, 2012-13  
Chair, University Judicial Board, 2011-12.  Assisted the office of the Dean of Students in 

facilitating meetings between Preliminary Action Officers and students facing charges of 
code of conduct violations.  Assisted in programming and carrying out UJB member 
trainings throughout the year.  Participated in revising new Student Code of Conduct. 

Panelist, Action Research Plans presented at the Study of the U.S. Institute for Azerbaijani 
Student Leaders on Civic Engagement, August 14, 2012. 

Participated in calling and note-writing campaign to admitted students for the Office of 
Admissions, 2013, 2014. 

Faculty Appeals Committee, Hearing Chair for faculty disciplinary 2011-12.  This involved 
repeated meetings with the committee throughout the process, two pre-hearing meetings 
with all parties across the university, and a 10-hour hearing in three parts. 

Graduate School Observer for master’s defense in Computer Science, 15th October 2010 
Service to the discipline 
Chair for the panel on participation and social movements in Latin America at the Midwest 

Political Science Association in Chicago, April 2013 
Chair for the panel, “A geography of women’s social movements in contemporary Latin 

America: Stories of resistance and organization,” Latin American Studies Association 
annual meeting in Washington DC, June 2013 

Chair for the panel, “Civil Society and Political Change” Latin American Studies Association 
annual meeting in Washington DC, June 2013  

Invited to chair at LASA 2015, declined due to exhausted sources of funding 
Immediate Past President, Alabama Political Science Association 2011-12 
President, Alabama Political Science Association 2010-11 (a regular one-year term) 
Guest speaker on “Careers in International Studies and Volunteering with the US Peace Corps,” 

Madison High School Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps, Gurley Alabama, 2011. 
Organizer, Annual Meetings of the Alabama Political Science Association, at 
UAHuntsville 9-10 April 2010.  

Panelist in Plenary Session on “Peace Corps and Foreign Languages,” Alabama Association of 
Foreign Language Teachers, February 5-6 2010 at the Bevill Center, University of 
Alabama in Huntsville 

Reviewer for Iberoamericana - Nordic Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Studies, 
International Political Science Review, The Latin Americanist, Bulletin for Latin 
American Research, Politics. 

 


