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https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14103229/
https://www.instagram.com/uah_history_department/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/UAH.HY/

John O'Brien (MA, '23) is a
historin, researcher, and
Preservation planner with

Tennessee Valley Archeological
Research (TVAR). At TVAR, he
uses deed books and other
archival resources to give
historical context to TVAR's
projects.

His UAH MA thesis examined

the

Federal Housing Authority’s

housing policy and city planning
in Huntsville.
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Who's your
historical crush?

Dr. Tonkel crushed on Henry

P. Armsby, whose work with

cows' nutrition inspired Dr.

Tonkel’s research. Welcome
to UAH Dr. Tonkel.
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https://www.uapress.ua.edu/9780817361860/physicians-for-the-people/




	SPRING 2026
	UAH History Department Newsletter
	History student Spotlight
	Gloria Sipper, a graduating senior, was accepted into the University of Florida in Gainesville, where she plans to focus on museum studies.  At UFG, she will build on her UAH public history minor at UFG. She’s well on her way to her dream career in public history!      Currently, Glory is completing a capstone paper on prosthetic limbs during and after the Civil War.       Glory’s advice to current students: take advantage of the opportunities offered at UAH.
	Follow Us!

	Alumni stay in touch--


	ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
	John O’Brien (MA, ‘23) is a historin, researcher, and Preservation planner with Tennessee Valley Archeological Research (TVAR). At TVAR, he uses deed books and other archival resources to give historical context to TVAR’s projects.  His UAH MA thesis examined the    Federal Housing Authority’s housing policy and city planning in Huntsville.
	Who’s your historical crush?
	Dr. Tonkel crushed on Henry P. Armsby, whose work with cows’ nutrition inspired Dr. Tonkel’s research. Welcome to UAH Dr. Tonkel.


	Faculty Book Alert!
	Trivia night was organized by the History Department and The History Club. Join the History Club by contacting Summitt Stallings at srs0066@uah.edu.

	FELLOWSHIP
	Fellowship
	Dr. Sears was awarded a New England Regional Fellowship Consortium (NERFC) to do research on the maritime world between 1780 and 1830 at two Harvard libraries, the Vermont Historical Society, the Rhode Island Historical Society, and the Phillips Library of the Peabody Essex Museum.  Some of her research appears in the article she’s working on, “Love “‘Love, Such as a Landsmen Never Knew’: Jack Tar as a Family Man.”
	The Scottsboro Boys Museum brought their traveling exhibit to campus for two weeks in 2025.


	In Other News
	Former UAH History Professor Jack Ellis won the 2026 Alabama Historical Association’s Sulzby book prize for the book Physicians for the People: Black Doctors and the Struggle for Health-Care Equality in Alabama, 1870-1970.
	Morgon Newquist (HY UG ‘25) is off to pursue a history master’s degree at the University of Delaware.
	Dr. Whitney Snow (MA ‘08)   presented "Ku Klux Klan Activity in 1920s Guntersville and Gadsden: A Case Study on the Persecution of Immigrants" at the Alabama Historical Association’s annual meeting. Professor Snow teaches at Midwestern  State University.

	Congratulations to the new and current members of  Phi Alpha Theta. New members were inducted on April 3, 2026. And a big shout-out to Dr. Kelly Smith, the P.A.T. Advisor.


