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THE OLLI INSIDER 

News For Members of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at UAH 

July-August 2017 

 Wilson Hall Room 113 Huntsville, AL 35899 256-824-6183   olli@uah.edu    Osher.uah.edu 

 

    

“Thank you!” to our outgoing Board Chairs! 

Jane McBride, Administration and Finance; Jennifer Brewer, Public Relations; Bob Darnall, 
President; Gratia Mahony, Curriculum, and Nancy Darnall, Events. Volunteers are at the heart of 

this organization. We value their contributions and encourage you to join a  committee or group that 
appeals to your interest. 

Your OLLI President’s Message 

 I look forward to my term as OLLI President and to working 

with the many committees to  make this a great organization.    

Several of the Committee Chairs are continuing in their roles and I 

thank them for their continued support. I welcome the new OLLI 

Insider co-editors, Jean Greenwood and Val Seaquist. This    

Newsletter has interesting information about the various 

committees as well as the schedule of upcoming events and lots of       

pictures that document the many things that happen at OLLI. 

 Rick Sisko is First Vice President of OLLI and in that position 

he serves as Chair of the Administration and Finance  Committee. 

Linda McAllister is Second Vice President of OLLI and is Chair of 

the Curriculum Committee. Her Co-Chair is Maxine Doherty and 

they are well served by a Vice Chair, Val Seaquist. The Events 

committee is headed by Janet Reville and you will see the results 

of her Committee’s work in the schedule of upcoming events listed 

in the newsletter. The Public Relations Committee Chair has just 

been filled by Richard Brooks.  

OLLI looks forward to some great new ideas from this important committee. Chairs of committees 

who are continuing in their roles are Ken Rex, Fund Development; Leah Black, Social; and Jerry 

Pang, Member Services. Peggy McClure will serve the Board of Directors as Parliamentarian.  

All of these committees are made up of members who help accomplish the goals of the Board. 

The work of these active and important committees will be featured in this newsletter from time to 

time. If you are interested in serving on one of the OLLI committees, please contact the Chair of 

that committee. Participation of every member is what makes OLLI such an excellent organization. 

Gratia Mahony, President 

Gratia Mahony 

President 
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A calendar of upcoming events will be published in each edition. Committee Chairs should contact Janet 

Reville at jrev1988@gmail.com or Rebecca Duke at rebecca.duke@uah.edu to add items. Check your 

Weekly e-News for updates and details. 

Month Time Event 

Aug 25 9:30 a.m. Popcorn and a Movie: The Martian., Wilson Hall, Rm. 152. POC: Jean 

Greenwood at meanjean@knowlogy.net 

Aug 25 noon Brown Bag Lunch, Wilson Hall 152. Former astronaut, Rick Chappell will 

discuss NASA’s consultation role in the filming of The Martian. 

Aug 30 2:00-4:00 

p.m. 

Registration Open House—Wilson Hall lobby. POC: Linda McAllister. 

wmca@hiwaay.net.  

Sep 6 8:45 a.m. Behind the Scenes: Galaxy of Lights. An OLLI tour of the Huntsville 

Botanical Gardens annual Galaxy of Lights preparation. POC: Janet Reville 

jrev1988@gmail.com 

Sep 7 4:40 p.m. Biergarten. U.S. Space and Rocket Center POC: Jane  McBride at 

janemcbride@knology.net 

Sep 11 8:45 a.m. OLLI Fall Term classes begin 

Sep 15 10:30 a.m. Weekly Bonus: Cultural Capitals of Spain— Nancy and Bob Darnall, WIL 

001 

Note: you must be an OLLI member to attend a Bonus but you do not have 

to register . 

Sep 15 Noon Post-Bonus snack: tapas*. OLLI Lounge—room  WIL 152-D 

Sep 22 10:30 a.m. Popcorn & a Movie: Chef—WIL 152—Jean Greenwood 

meanjean@knology.net 

OLLI Calendar 

You are never too old to set a new goal or dream a new dream.   

C.S. Lewis 

Join your OLLI friends at these events scheduled by the Events, Curriculum, and/or Social 

Committees, PCS and UAH. OLLI membership is required for OLLI activities. Movies and Bonus 

presentations are free to members. More details are available in the Committee sections of this 

OLLI Insider. 
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 The Events Committee works to provide interesting and 

entertaining activities outside the classroom. This can be day trips to  

local museums,  industries or other sites of interest; performances, social 

gatherings such as Biergarten at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center and  

out-of-town or overseas trips. Check your events calendar in the OLLI 

Insider newsletter for future offerings. Plans are in place for an OLLI 

Small Group tour of Washington, DC. 

 Join OLLI friends to enjoy the nation’s Capital at one of the best 

times of the year. Imagine how the city transforms into a magical place 

for the season. Registration is now open for enrollment at Road Scholar 

for program #20744, “Signature City Washington, DC” exclusively for 

members of OLLI at UAH. See what awaits you by clicking on the link to the brochure  https://

www.roadscholar.org/ia-20744-olli-huntsville-dc.  

 You can make your reservations by calling toll free at (800)322-5315. Reference program 

#20744. Please let us know of your interest by emailing Nancy Darnall nbd51@icloud.com or Jane 

McBride janemcbride@knology.net. 

Janet  Reville 

 

Want to meet with OLLI members who share your interests? We presently have six OLLI Member 
Interest Groups (MIG) that meet regularly. See if something below interests you and contact the MIG 

Coordinator if you would like to join. 

Events Committee 

https://www.roadscholar.org/ia-20744-olli-huntsville-dc
https://www.roadscholar.org/ia-20744-olli-huntsville-dc
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The Weekly Bonuses for the Fall 2017 session will be on Fridays in Wilson Hall 001 (the Auditorium) from 
10:30—noon (Note: this is a change from our past Bonus schedule.) These programs are offered as one of 
the OLLI member benefits and are open to members only. If you aren’t a member, you can purchase 
memberships on the day of the bonus in Wilson Hall 103. And, remember to stay for snacks in the OLLI 
lounge following the presentation. 
 
Sep 15—10:30 a.m.  Cultural Capitals of Spain— Bob and Nancy Darnall 
WIL 001   In March 2017, 30 OLLI members traveled the picturesque   
    country of Spain. Experience the travelers’ adventures    
    through photos of the beautiful scenery, historical sites,  
    architecture, spectacular museums, and cathedrals. Relive   
    their visits to Madrid, Valencia, Bilbao, Malaga, and              
    Barcelona. Hear stories of the Spanish people, art, music  
    and specialties, and learn how the travelers weathered four      
    seasons in 16 days! 
 
Sep 29—10:30 a.m.  Scottish Highlands — Barbara Staggs 
WIL 001   Travel with Barbara Staggs, extensive traveler and Master    
    Photographer, to the Scottish Highlands and the Isle of Skye.   
    Discover what makes the Scottish Highlands one of Europe’s   
    most unique natural wonders as you learn the history of        
    ancient lochs, clan lands, castles and glens. 
 
    More Bonus selections in the next OLLI Insider. 
 

What’s New, Pussycat? 

 We are! Following the fabulous Nancy B. Darnall at the helm of the newsletter, two gals were found 

standing behind the door when volunteers to take over were requested. Welcome to our world. Jean 

Greenwood and Val Seaquist are here to co-edit this remarkable publication. 

 It is our intent to keep you up-to-date with happenings and smiling with lots of pictures. Get those 

cameras out and snap away (oops, just aged ourselves.) Uh, take those cell phones out of our pockets and 

take some selfies with your OLLI gang whenever you are having an OLLI good time. Send them to us! Val is 

the gal for all the cropping, culling, collaging (vseaquistj@bellsouth.net). Jean will nag you for articles 

(meanjean@knology.net). No one knows what is happening if you don’t share the fun!  

 

 Enjoy the summer and remember that it is volunteers that keep OLLI humming along! 

Weekly Bonus 

We need volunteers to provide post-Bonus snacks on Oct. 13, Oct. 27, and Nov. 3. If you are interested, 

please contact Val Seaquist at vseaquistj@bellsouth.net.  Reimbursement is available. 
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Point, Focus, Shoot 
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 The OLLI Social Committee is looking back on a successful year of social 
events. The events give all OLLI members an opportunity to get together and 
reconnect with old friends and make new ones. Social interaction has been 
shown to be an important part of remaining vital and active as people get on with 
life. We are looking forward to another busy year starting with the Fall Teacher 
Appreciation Lunch in November at the end of the Fall Term. Traditionally, this 
has been our pizza party and has been very popular with  everyone. Next will be 
our OLLI Holiday  Party in early December. This is always a gala affair. Look for 
further information on this.    

 We have a Welcome Back to School potluck after the first week of Winter 
Term. Many really delicious dishes are brought to share and we provide the main 
dish or dishes. Winter instructors will be celebrated at the end of the Winter Term 
in March and then comes our OLLI Annual Banquet in May. The OLLI Potluck 
Picnic in June is always a popular event.  

 The Social Committee also helps out with other events during the year. If 
you would like to become a part of the Social Committee, we are always looking 

for new members who would enjoy helping with the decorations, planning, set-up, clean-up, etc. We are a fun 
group who mesh well   together and share the work so it makes the job of putting together a great event easy. 
If  you are interested in becoming involved, please contact me at leahblack01@comcast.net. 

Leah Black 

Chair 

Social Committee 

Want to Donate to OLLI at No Cost to You? 

 Amazon.com hosts a program, AmazonSmile, which donates 0.5% of the price of eligible 

smile.amazon.com purchases to registered charitable organizations. Our OLLI Treasurer, Dick Fisher, 

registered Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at UAH, Inc. for this benefit. In order to take advantage of this 

offer which will steadily accrue benefits to our OLLI program, follow these instructions: 

 Before placing  your order, go to: smile.amazon.com 

 If this is your first “visit” to smile.amazon.com, you will be prompted to register a charity.   

      Rather than “OLLI”, use the underlined title above as this is how UAH OLLI is listed in the Smile.Amazon 

charitable organization database. This charity will be attached to  your account and you will not have to re-

register. Note: you can change your charitable designee anytime you wish. 

Thanks to Dick Fisher for setting this up—Let’s watch our account grow! 



7 

 The Administration and Finance Committee is currently working on the budget for 

our next fiscal year.  We will collect information from all Committee Chairs as to their 

budget requests. 

 

 John Burnett, Bob Darnall, David Styers, and Bruce Machamer will be in charge 

of completing this year’s audit for the past year. The focus for our new fiscal year is to 

provide support to the OLLI  organization and to have fun doing so. 

 

 
 

 Administration and  

Finance Committee 

Rick Sisko 

Chair 

Three Things That Enhance Your OLLI 

Experience 

 Classroom Facilitator: Each class has an 

appointed facilitator who is a   member of the class. 

The facilitator’s purpose is to assist the instructor 

with administrative tasks (copying materials, making 

coffee, making announcements, keeping up with 

the roll and distributing and collecting the class 

evaluation forms).  If you are asked to be a 

facilitator for a class you are taking, consider 

agreeing—it is a great way to get involved with the 

OLLI experience. 

 Class evaluation form: At the end of each term 

you will be given a class  evaluation form. Please 

take the time to provide feedback on the class, the 

instructor, the facilities, your experience. These 

forms are very useful to the OLLI administration in 

improving classes and planning new ones.   

 OLLI Weekly eNews: Since the OLLI Insider 

newsletter is printed monthly (in some cases,         

bi-monthly), the Weekly eNews —emailed on Friday 

afternoon—is an excellent way to stay up-to-date 

on OLLI news. 
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Member Services Committee 

WHO is Member Services? 

Member Services is a committee of volunteers who are involved in the day-to-

day activities at OLLI: 

WE — make sure we never run out of coffee to kick start your first class, then 

to keep you awake in the afternoon. 

WE — help  you at the OLLI Volunteer Office answering questions or helping 

when things go “missing”—a lost badge, a favorite pair of sunglasses, or your 

classroom due to a room change. 

WE — publish and distribute (email or U.S. mail) the OLLI Insider newsletter to 

inform you of announcements and upcoming events and share details and 

pictures of those events with you. 

WE — organize the OLLI Photo Contest to explore your hidden creative talent, 

then showcase your personal masterpieces at the annual OLLI Dinner. 

WE — maintain an extensive OLLI Lending Library of DVDs and other media 

for you to further enhance your personal learning. 

WE — nourish you with healthy snacks or tempt you with decadent desserts 

after the weekly Bonus.  

WE—help organize members with mutual interests outside the     classroom 

with our OLLI Member Interest Groups (MIGs). A list of  current MIGs and a 

contact person is on page 3. 

We are here to make your OLLI learning experience even more enjoyable. 

J O I N   U S ! 

Jerry Pang 

Chair 

Aging is a privilege not everyone is granted. 

Terry Carr  

Did You Know? 

George Thurlow has been 

a member off the Lifelong 

Learning Institute  since 

1992! 

Every month we will highlight a different committee to make our members more fully aware of what these 

groups do to support OLLI and enhance your learning and social experiences. his month we feature the 

Member Services Committee which is chaired by Jerry Pang.  
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HAVE YOU REGISTERED FOR 

FALL TERM? 
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Preparing for Fall Term and Beyond 

Changes, Life is Full of Changes 

 The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, and, by extension, all of its members receives many benefits 

and courtesies from UAH. Among these are the buildings and classrooms that we occupy along with the 

infrastructure to support the facilities, the parking lot, and the PCS staff dedicated to OLLI’s success. 

Although it is obvious, perhaps we sometimes forget that all of these benefits must be shared and prioritized. 

Convenient parking has been a difficulty all over campus and to address this the administration has instituted 

some changes to help the congestion. One thing you will notice when you come on campus is the change to 

Zoned Parking. OLLI now has a designated area for Commuter Parking.  

 Unlike employees and students, OLLI members receive a free parking pass each term. Completion of 

an OLLI Permit Application is required BEFORE a parking pass is issued, therefore permits will no longer be 

mailed. The application requires vehicle year, make, color, and type. Your driver’s license number, state of 

issue, and license plate number will also be required. T 

 There are three ways to obtain your parking permit:  

 1. In person, at the time of registration in Wilson Hall 103  

 2. During the OLLI Open House, Wed, Aug 30, 2 – 4 pm  

 3. In Wilson Hall lobby on the day of your first fall-term class  

If you are NOT registered for term courses, but plan to attend other OLLI activities on campus, please select 

one of the following to avoid parking fines:  

 1. Purchase an OLLI Term Parking Permit at the discounted rate of $10 from the Registration Office, 

 Wilson Hall 103  

 2. Obtain a Free Visitor’s Parking Pass for up to 1 week from the UAH Police Department  

 3. Purchase a year-long UAH Parking Decal at the UAH Police Department for $120  

____________________________________________________________________ 

Reminder 

OLLI provides free coffee in the OLLI lounge (Room 152-C of Wilson Hall). Sometimes Member Interest 

Groups or classes meet in the lounge. If there is a class, a class notice will be posted beside the door. Please 

do not enter the room if a class is in session.  

It’s paradoxical that the idea of living a long life appeals to everyone, but the idea of getting old doesn’t 

appeal to anyone. 

Andy Rooney 
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Support Fund Committee 

 

 The Support Fund Committee’s goal is to raise money to support the 

operation of the OLLI program at UAH. Philanthropist, Bernard Osher has created 

120 Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes with his philanthropy, but with the caveat 

that they should become self-supporting organizations. This is why, like most 

OLLI’s nationwide, we have  created an annual member donation fund —The 

Support Fund. For the 2015-2016 year we were fortunate to collect a little over 

$14,000 from our OLLI members to help meet the Osher goal. This year, 2016-17, 

we have    exceeded this amount and have a donation rate of 10% of our 

members. These donations are important to keep the quality OLLI program we 

have now with its large number of quality courses. 

 The Support Fund communicates with the OLLI members via emails and 

written letters a couple of times a year. Perhaps even more important are the 

reminders the facilitators give at the beginning of all the OLLI classes. 

To donate online or get a donation form go to: 

osher.uah.edu and select “Donate to OLLI” 
Have a suggestion? 

We’d love to hear from 

you! Drop your comments 

and suggestion in our sug-

gestion box across from 

the OLLI volunteer office, 

WH 151. 

From AARP Bulletin, June 2017: 

 A new state law allows Alabamians with disabilities to save for their 

future needs without adversely affecting  their benefits from programs like  

Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Medicaid.  Under the Achieving a Better 

Life Experience (ABLE) Act, people with disabilities can put up to $14,000 a 

year into a tax-exempt savings account  to pay for expenses that enhance their 

quality of life. Family members and friends may contribute, and total assets can 

grow to $100,000 without disqualifying the account holder from SSI or Medicaid. 

Previously, people with disabilities were ineligible for such benefits if they had 

more than $2,000 in assets. For more information, go to EnableAL.com or call 

the program toll-free at 866-833-7949. 

Ken Rex 

Chair 
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CURRICULUM COMMITTEE 

 

Linda McAllister   

Chair 

 Curriculum is the heart and soul of our UAH Osher Lifelong Learning 

Institute. Even as seniors we still want to learn and we are still curious about 

so many things. Furthermore, many of our members want the opportunity to 

share their knowledge and life experiences as volunteer teachers for OLLI. 

Your Curriculum Committee has ten Discipline Chairs or teams who arrange 

for instructors from a wide range of disciplines. They have been busy for the 

past several months seeking to finalize an exciting array of courses in each of 

their areas for our upcoming Fall Term which begins September 11. We offer 

more than 70 courses. The catalog with     specific course titles, instructors, 

and class times is online now. Watch your weekly eNews and emails for that 

announcement. 

Plan also to attend our Open House on Wednesday afternoon, August 30, 

from 2:00—4:00 p.m. in Wilson Hall lobby. Simple refreshments will be served 

and you will have an opportunity to register for classes if you have not already 

done so. You are also encouraged to bring a friend and introduce them to the 

exciting courses offered at OLLI. And, of course, you will be able to connect 

with friends old and new and give newcomers a chance to see our OLLI space 

in Wilson Hall. 

As your new Curriculum Chair I am humbled by the  honor to serve OLLI as it 

has been such an important part of my retirement years. I am also indebted to 

Maxine Doherty, our Outreach Program Manager, and Alice Sammons, Out-

reach Program Assistant,  for the many hours they have spent recently to help 

develop our Fall Term curriculum and catalog. If you are interested in helping 

the Curriculum Committee with creating, planning and executing our dynamic 

course offerings, please let me know of your interest. We are currently in need 

of a Weekly Bonus Coordinator and we need assistance with our area entitled 

Leisure & Nature and Skills & Hobbies. You will see a list of Curriculum chairs 

and team members on the back of your up-coming catalog. Our Committee 

meets at 1:00 p.m. on the third Friday of each month and my email is 

wmca@hiwaay.net.  

It is going to be another great year of growing and learning with fellow OLLI 

members. 

catalog. Our Committee meets at 1:00 p.m. on the third Friday of each 

month and my email is wmca@hiwaay.net.  

 It is going to be another great year of growing and learning with 

 

Did You Know? 

OLLI follows the policy of 

the Huntsville City Schools 

regarding  closure for 

inclement weather. If the      

Huntsville City Schools 

close—even if UAH is 

open—OLLI will close. This 

also applies to late starts 

and early dismissals for 

weather reasons. 

_____________________ 

Bring your lunch and      

visit classmates in the OLLI 

Lounge. Free coffee, 

microwave and refrigerator 

available. 

_____________________ 

Plan Ahead! 

We share parking space 

with UAH students and 

faculty. If the Wilson Hall 

parking lot is full, try the lot 

between  Morton and 

Roberts Halls. It is a short 

walk to the rear entrance of 

Wilson Hall. 

Today is the OLDEST you’ve ever been and the YOUNGEST you’ll ever be 

again.— Eleanor Roosevelt 
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OLLI MEMBERS LOVE TO 

HAVE FUN! 

 

 

 

 

ENJOYING THE ANNUAL DINNER 

GOOD FOOD, FRIENDS, AND FUN AT THE ANNUAL PICNIC 

Photos by Val Seaquist 
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OLLI MEMBERS LOVE TO 

HAVE FUN! 

OLLI MEMBERS ON THE TRAIL WITH OUR HIKING MIG 

Photos by Bob Goodwin 
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Donors to the OLLI Program 

(July 2016—June 2017) 

 

 

 



Making the Best of Aging! 

The OLLI Insider September issue submission deadline is August 14. (Early is better!) Please submit your 

articles to Jean Greenwood at meanjean@knology.net. Any OLLI photos are welcome;  just send them to Val 

Seaquist at  vseaquistj@bellsouth.net. As always, please include the photographer’s name, the names of 

those in the photo, and the event shown. Thank you. 

At OLLI we learn, we teach, we discuss and laugh, we dance, we eat 

(we eat a lot!), we travel and think, we play and work, we hike, we write, 

we paint, we sew, we support each other and have a whole lot of fun 

doing it all.  

Come and join us! 


