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CFR §200.210 
 

A Federal award must include the total approved cost sharing or matching, where 
applicable” 



 
Cost sharing or matching is the portion of the project or 
program cost that is not borne by the sponsor. 2 CFR 200.306 
refers to cost sharing or matching without distinguishing 
between the two. For the purpose of this presentation, the terms 
are synonymous. 



 

2 CFR 200.306 
 
 Be readily verifiable from the university’s official records 

 
 Not be included as cost sharing for any other sponsored award 

 
 Be necessary and reasonable for the accomplishment of the 

project objectives 
 

 Allowable under 2 CFR 200 Subpart E – Cost Principles 
 

 Be provided for in the approved budget when required 
 

 Not be paid by the federal government under another award 
(except where authorized under Federal Statute to be used for 
cost sharing) 

 

 

UAH Policy 

 
 Cost sharing on sponsored projects will only be approved when 

it is specifically required by the agency. Cost sharing simply “to 
increase the probability of the proposal being funded,” will not 
be permitted 
 

 The Vice President for Research must approve any exceptions to 
include waived F&A and any cost sharing that requires their 
office to provide cash contributions   
 



Cost Sharing Definitions 

 
 Mandatory Cost Sharing -  Cost sharing that is required by the sponsor as a condition for proposal submission and 

award acceptance. 

 

 Voluntary Committed Cost Sharing - cost sharing that is offered in a proposal but not required by the sponsor as a 
condition of proposal submission. Once offered by the institution and agreed to by the sponsor, it becomes an obligation 
the university must fulfill. 

 

 Voluntary Uncommitted Cost Sharing - cost sharing that is over and above that which is committed and budgeted for 
in a sponsored research agreement. It is neither pledged explicitly in the proposal nor stated in the award documents, 
but it occurs in the course of executing a project, primarily when an individual expends more effort on the project than 
his or her commitment requires. 

 



 

Mandatory Cost Sharing 

 
Must be included in federal award 2 CFR 200.210 

 
Required by the sponsor as a condition of eligibility for an 
award 
 
Must be properly documented and tracked for cost accounting 
and compliance purposes 

 

Voluntary Committed  
 
Not expected and cannot be used during the merit review of 
applications or proposals 
 
“Criteria for considering voluntary committed cost …. must be 
explicitly described in the notice of funding opportunity” 2 CFR 

200.306 

 
Becomes a binding and auditable obligation 
 
Must be properly documented and tracked for cost accounting 
and compliance purposes 



 

Voluntary Uncommitted 

 
Not required by the relevant program solicitation 
 
Not referenced in the proposal or award 
 
Not formally tracked (or auditable) 
 
No cost share account setup in banner 

 

 



Methods of Cost Share 

Cash Contributions 

Third party 

Institutional 

 New funding source must be identified 
In Kind Contributions (Non Cash) 

Third Party 

 Volunteered Services 
 Donated Equipment & Supplies 
Institutional 

 Item of cost for which institutional support is already in place 
Indirect Cost 

 Unrecovered ICR 
 Approval needed from the agency 

 

 



















 

Questions? 
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CFR §200.405(c)  
 

Any cost allocable to a particular 
Federal award under the principles 
provided for in this part may not be 
charged to other Federal awards to 
overcome fund deficiencies, to avoid 
restrictions imposed by Federal 
statutes, regulations, or terms and 
conditions of the Federal awards, or 
for other reasons. 

UAH Cost Policy 
 

Transferring costs between accounts is 
considered legitimate only when 
necessary to correct an error, properly 
allocate charges between accounts 
involving closely related work, or 
redistributing charges in those few 
cases where the university’s billing 
systems will not allow for charging the 
appropriate amount to the proper 
accounts upon original posting. 



UAH Cost Policy 

• Cost transfers must be made “promptly” 
• No later than 90 days of the original transaction 

• 91 to 120 days 
• Requires P.I. signature and Department Chair approval 

• 120+ days 
• Requires applicable Dean’s signature, P.I, and Department Chair 

 

**Requests for late cost transfers should include an explanation of the 
extenuating circumstances which prevented the transaction from being 
made earlier. 



 

Transfer Authorizations 



Accountants 

signature must be 

present 









Review balance of 

operating expenses 

excluding F&A 







 

Questions? 


