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and technology and how our views about the past have been shaped by Hollywood.
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History 360
Hollywood and American History
10:15 am- 12:15 pm MTWTH
Kvach

Dr. John Kvach

Office: 407 Roberts Hall (4* Floor)
Office Hours: Immediately after class
Phone: 256-824-2570

Email: John.Kvach@uah.edu

Course Description

Examines American Hollywood film making as an art form, a business, and a shaper of
culture. Identifies film techniques and traditional stories. Students explore the language
of film and how film communicates. This course is not designed to cover
international/world cinema, nor are the films we watch meant to cover every aspect of
American filmmaking. We will study the language of film by looking at film technique,
film structure (narrative structure), and how specific films have shaped American culture
in the last hundred years.

Course Objective
The larger goal of this course is to teach students how to critically analyze and evaluate
films as cultural texts that open up a window into American society. We will learn how to
use popular American films to understand competing perspectives on American history,
culture, and society. If you disagree with an argument or perspective, or find it biased or
limited, then say so. This class will:
e (ives students the opportunity to explore the role of film in expressing and
reflecting aspects of human experience.
e Gives students the opportunity to explore the role of motion pictures in their lives
and on American Society.
e Connects the communications medium of film with the philosophies and
historic events which shape America.
e Provides the intellectual framework to study the contributions of diverse film
makers.

Required Books
e Faulkner, Intruder in the Dust
e Steinbeck, Grapes of Wrath
e Toplin, History by Hollywood
e Qallagher, Causes Won, Lost, and Forgotten

List of Assignments
e Final Exam (100 points) This will be a short answer and essay exam based on
the books we read and the movies we watch.
e 2 Movie/Book Reviews (2 x 100 points=200 points) You will be required to
write two 1000 word review essays based on the Grapes of Wrath and Intruder in




the Dust. We will talk more about this assignment in class. A good film review
examines both how a film works and how and why it affects the viewer the way it
does.

e Research Paper (100 points) This paper will be 5-7 pages for undergraduates

StrsSalgsfommradenresstadente. You will get more information in class.

e Class Discussion Leader (100 points) Each of you will lead a discussion in class
that will last for a half hour. You will work with others in class to create a
discussion theme and will provide background information and context to your
lecture.

Class Grading Scale
500-450= A
449-400=B
399-350=C
349-300=D

299-000 =F

Notice from the Office of Disability Support Services
The University of Alabama in Huntsville is committed to providing equal
educational opportunities for all qualified students with disabilities. Disability
Support Services (DSS) is responsible for coordinating services for eligible
students. Covered disabilities include, physical/medical, psychological, learning,
and/or ADHD. Any student who has a documented condition that substantially
limits his or her learning activities can request coordination of appropriate
academic support services. Appointments may be scheduled by coming to the
office in the University Center, Room 113 or calling 824-6203.

Class Schedule
Week 1: From Still Pictures to Silent Film to Big Sound

In Class Screening:
Roundhay Garden Scene (1888)
The First American Movies, Thomas Edison (1891-1895)
The Movies Begin, Actualities (1897-1910)
Life on an American Fireman (1902)
The Great Train Robbery (1903)
Gone With the Wind (1939)
Assignment:
Read Gallagher’s Causes Won, Lost, and Forgotten (Pages 16-89); read Toplin’s
History by Hollywood

Week 2: Hollywood Goes to War

In Class Screening:
The Birth of a Nation (1915)




The Great Dictator (1940)
Best Years of Our Lives (1946)
Why We Fight #1 Prelude to War (1943)
Triumph of the Will (1941)
World War 2 Returning Troops Newsreel
History Channel Short Clip on World War 2
Assignment: Watch and read Intruder in the Dust and write book/movie review

Week 3 and 4: Hollywood as an Agent of Change and Big Business
In Class Screening:

The Grapes of Wrath

The Searchers

In the Heat of the Night

Harlan County, USA
Assignment: Watch and read Grapes of Wrath and write book/movie review.

Week 5: Hollywood as Art and Culture
In Class Screening:
The Third Man
The Grand Budapest Hotel
Soviet Union Film Clips
German Film Clips
Italian Film Clips
Japanese Film Clips
Assignment: Read and watch Intruder in the Dust and write a book/movie review.




