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To establish the policy, criteria, and procedure for graduation with honors for students who complete requirements for a baccalaureate degree. 
Policy

Graduation with honors is a recognition awarded based on grade point average to students who graduate with a baccalaureate degree. Recipients of a second bachelor’s degree also are eligible to graduate with honors recognition if they meet the required criteria. The process for computing grade point average for honors recognition must follow the guidelines and be applied uniformly to all students.
Procedures

A. The guidelines for student completing their first bachelor’s degree are:

1) To be eligible for consideration for honors recognition, a student must complete a minimum of 60 semester hours of coursework at UAH. Nursing validation credit, internship hours and undergraduate research hours may be used to meet the minimum 60 semester hours of coursework if they appear as part of their official academic record (transcript). 
2) Honors recognition will be determined by the grade point average for the last 60 semester hours of coursework at UAH or the cumulative grade point average for all coursework taken at UAH, whichever is higher. Only coursework with quality points associated will be used in calculations. In some cases, this could result in less than 60 hours being used to calculate the GPA. 
3) Undergraduate students who are formally a part of the Joint Undergraduate and Master’s Program (JUMP) may have up to 12 hours (depending on program or in cases of dual degree’s a maximum of 12 hours) of graduate coursework used in calculation for honors recognition.

4) The academic terms containing the last 60 semester hours of coursework at UAH to fulfill graduation requirements are identified; the GPA for all courses taken during those terms is computed; and the Honors recognition is determined as stated below:

a) If the GPA computed as above is 3.90 or above, the student graduates summa cum laude.

b) If the GPA computed as above is 3.70 or above and below 3.90, the student graduate magna cum laude.

c) If the GPA computed as above is 3.40 or above and below 3.70, the student graduate cum laude.
5) For the calculation above, start with the last term and continue in reverse chronological order until at least 60 semester hours at UAH have been counted. If any part of a term is included to obtain the required number of hours, then coursework for the whole term must be counted (i.e., Term 1 has 15 semester hours, Term 2 has 18 semester hours, Term 3 has 18 semester hours, and Term 4 has 16 semester hours for a total of 67 semester hours; all 16 semester hours for Term 4 must be counted).

B. Recipients of second bachelor’s degree at UAH must meet the following criteria to be eligible for graduation with honors. The guidelines are:

1) A student must complete a minimum of 60 semester hours of coursework at UAH beyond the coursework required for the first baccalaureate degree. Nursing validation credit, internship hours, undergraduate research hours and student teaching hours taken beyond the first degree may be used to meet this requirement.
2) Honors will be determined by the grade point average for the last 60 semester hours of coursework or the cumulative grade point average for all coursework taken at UAH (above the coursework taken as part of the first baccalaureate degree), whichever is higher. Only coursework with quality points associated will be used in calculations. In some cases, this could result in less than 60 hours being used to calculate the GPA.
3) Undergraduate students who are formally part of the Joint Undergraduate and Master’s Program (JUMP) for the second bachelor’s degree may have up to 12 hours (depending on program or in cases of dual degree’s a maximum of 12 hours) of graduate coursework used in calculation for honors recognition. JUMP courses used as part of the first baccalaureate degree may not be reused. 
4) The academic terms containing the last 60 semester hours of coursework at UAH to fulfill graduation requirements will be identified, and the GPA for all courses taken at UAH during those terms to satisfy degree requirements will be computed and the Honors will be determined as indicated below:

a) 3.90 or above, the student graduates summa cum laude
b) 3.70 or above and below 3.90, the student graduates magna cum laude.

c) 3.40 or above and below 3.70, the student graduates cum laude 

For the calculation above, start with the last term and continue in reverse chronological order until at least 60 semester hours at UAH above the coursework required for the first baccalaureate degree have been counted. If any part of a term is included to obtain the required number of hours, then coursework for the whole term must be counted. For example, Term 1 has 15 semester hours; Term 2 has 18 semester hours; Term 3 has 18 semester hours; Term 4 has 16 semester hours for a total of 67 semester hours; all 16 semester hours for Term 4 must be counted.
Review

Academic Affairs will review this policy every five years or sooner as needed.
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