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CAMPUS LIFE & NEWS
Unricka
Jenkins, Jr.

Homecoming Tailgate Committee Member Unricka Jenkins is looking forward to
an increase in studentinvolvement for Homecoming 2013. (Courtesy of Melissa
Berry)

Homecoming Tailgate
Committee, Intramural
Chairman for Delta Chi, and
Public Relations Director for
the Interfraternity Council
(IFC) – these are all volunteer
positions held by Unricka
Jenkins, a junior majoring
in Communication Arts and
minoring in Marketing. Jenkins
loves being involved at
UAHuntsville. He says, “That’s
what college life is all about.”
Jenkins, originally
from Andalusia, Ala., had not
planned on attending UAH, but
says it was fate that brought
him here. After returning
from a vacation to Louisiana,
he came home to find an
application lying on his bed
and thought, “this application
is here for a reason.” Jenkins
applied, came to orientation not
knowing if he had even been
accepted, and got the good
news at Week of Welcome.
Initially Jenkins had no
desire to go Greek, but he met
some friends who lived in the
Delta Chi house and he started
to feel comfortable there. In
no time, he was visiting the
house by himself and was

persuaded to rush. He was
initiated in January 2012 and
he says it was the best move
he has made at UAH. “Delta
Chi isn’t just a fraternity for me;
it’s family. It’s my home away
from home,” Jenkins said.
Not only did Jenkins
change his mind about
going Greek, but his major
changed as well. Jenkins was
an Elementary Education
major, even doing a work
study program as a tutor
at Rolling Hills Elementary
School. However, after
enrolling in Kristin Scroggin’s
Communication 231 class,
Foundations of Human
Communication, he knew
he had to change majors.
Jenkins was so impressed
with Scroggin’s ability to
get every student involved
in conversation – even the
shy people – that he knew
Communication Arts was
the path for him. He loved
Scroggin’s class, and now
she, the professor he admires
most, is his advisor.
Scroggin says the
feeling is mutual. “Ricky loves
his school. He is a positive

Delays and
double costs

Congressional lawmakers are alleging that the Army aviation office, based at
Redstone Arsenal, misappropriated tens of millions of dollars to Russia’s stateowned arms dealer, Rosoboronexport

By Nicholas Neely

Senator John Cornyn of Texas speaks to media at a meeting of
the Texas delegation at the Saddlebrook Resort in Wesley Chapel,
Florida on Monday, August 27, 2012. (Lara Solt/Dallas Morning
News/MCT)
U.S. lawmakers are urging the
Justice Department to open
an investigation into Redstone
Arsenal’s Non-standard Rotary
Wing Aviation Office (NSRWA)
after the Pentagon began
investigating questionable
contracts awarded by Army
aviation and Russian aircraft
firms. Some sources seem
to indicate that the FBI may
already be investigating.
Congressional
lawmakers are alleging that
the Army aviation office,
based at Redstone Arsenal,

misappropriated tens of
millions of dollars to Russia’s
state-owned arms dealer,
Rosoboronexport. The
project was approved by the
Department of Defense to
rearm the Afghan Air Force
with Russian made Mi-17
helicopters in preparation for
the U.S. military withdrawal
from Afghanistan. Lawmakers
and watchdog groups have
pointed out the increasing
cost of the project, which was
budgeted to cost $10.5 million
dollars per helicopter, but

instead has nearly doubled that
cost to approximately $19.5
million per helicopter currently.
The huge cost over-runs and
constant delays plaguing the
helicopters have led to inquiries
into a pair of Russian subcontractors and their ties with
a former NSRWA employee.
“The prospect that
American taxpayers have been
made into unwitting victims of
corruption demands special
scrutiny,” said the lawmakers,
led by Sen. John Cornyn,
R-Texas. “These facts...
raise very serious questions
about the Army’s entire Mi-17
program, including whether
the various contracts for
procurement and overhaul
were the products of criminal
misconduct.” In response,
the Justice Department
is looking into the matter,
but as of yet, no criminal
charges have been filed.
The cost controversy
arose after a 2012 Pentagon
audit found that a project
to overhaul the purchased
helicopters took a year longer
than expected and resulted in
an additional $16.4 million in
extra costs. However, it was
the personal ties between the
former head of the NSRWA,
Col. Norbert Vergez, and
Russian sub-contractors that
really brought the most scrutiny.
Vergez currently works for

Patriarch Partners, a private
equity firm in New York, whose
subsidiary, MD helicopters,
was awarded a $186 million
contract for 54 helicopters
by the Vergez led NSRWA.
Vergez is also suspected
of having inappropriate
ties with the owners of a
Russian-owned aircraft repair
firm that sub-contracts for
Rosoboronexport. The son of
one of the company’s owners
was listed as the owner of a
home Vergez may have lived in
during his time with NSRWA.
Recent tensions
between the U.S. and Russia
could also potentially be playing
a part in lawmaker’s reproach
of the Army’s contracts with
Rosoboronexport. The Russian
firm is alleged to have supplied
arms to the Assad regime in
Syria. Representative Martha
Roby, whose district includes
Fort Rucker in Alabama, signed
a letter with other lawmakers
back in June criticizing the
Army’s purchase of helicopters
from Rosoboronexport.
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Melissa Berry
person and supports UAH
as much as possible,” she
said. Jenkins shows that love
for UAH through the many
volunteer position he holds.
As Intramural Chairman for
Delta Chi he forms sports
teams, schedules practices and
supports the Delta Chi teams in
any way he can. As the Public
Relations Director for IFC, he
ensures that all fraternity and
sorority events are publicized
throughout campus.
In addition to those
duties, Jenkins is currently
serving on the Homecoming
Tailgate Committee.
Homecoming’s Tailgate is the
big event prior to Midnight
Madness during Homecoming
week. The Tailgate happens
Oct. 19 in the Spragins Hall
parking lot directly after the
Homecoming Parade and just
before the Midnight Madness
festivities like the 3-point
shootout, slam dunk contest
and the announcement of
Homecoming King and Queen.
As an avid sports fan, Jenkins
feels at home contributing to
the Tailgate. “What’s better than
cooking out and playing corn

hole before
the big event?”
he said.
Jenkins wants
this year’s
Homecoming
to be bigger
and better
than last year.
He says the
only way that
can happen is
with student
participation.
He suggests
all students get
involved with
Homecoming.
“Get involved!
It’s fun! Even
shy people can
do it. Get out
of your comfort
zone, like I did
when I joined
a fraternity,”
he said.
Homecoming
promises to be
a week of fun
filled activities
for all students.

Calendar of
Events

Friday September 27
Epid Comedy Hour
8 p.m.
Flying Monkey Theatre @ Lowe Mill
$7 per person

Saturday, September 28
UAH Women’s Soccer vs Tennessee
Temple
7 p.m.
Sunday, September 29
Light be the earth upon you, lightly rest.
- Euripides
Monday, September 30
Ice Cream Bar
12-2 p.m.
UC Slab
Sponsored by the UAH NAACP
Tuesday, October 1
Switch: To a Smarter Energy Future
7:30 p.m. Chan Auditorium, BAB
Sponsored by UAH Green Club
Wednesday, October 2
Copper Top Open Mic Night
8 p.m.
Copper Top Bar & Grill on Oakwood
Thursday, October 3
Space Hardware Club Meeting
7 p.m.
Von Braun Research Hall, Room M25
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First six soccer Early season
Intramural
games prove
woes plague ultimate frisbee
to have mixed NFL hopefuls
game of the
results
week
By Derek Williamson

By Taylor Reed

The first six games of the
year are in the rearview
mirror for the University of
Alabama in Huntsville men’s
soccer team with the results
coming in various forms.
First, the bad news.
The Chargers have yet to
win a road game. They did
manage a 1-1 draw at Trevecca
Nazarene in the first contest of
the season, but have given up
three goals to West Alabama
and four to West Florida while
scoring only three combined
goals in the two matches. The
boys also managed only three
shots on goal in the West
Alabama game and five in
the West Florida game, those
in contrast of a combined 19
that both teams put on goalie
Will Carpenter. Will has had
his share of saves though.
Now for some good
news, starting with Will. For
the first two weeks of the
season, Will was named Gulf
South Conference Defender
of the Week. As of his second
award, Will had tallied 19
saves in the first four games.
That total rose to 31 after the
last two games. His rock solid
performance between the posts
has been a large factor in the
team’s play at home as well.
The men have
defended their home turf a
sight better than last season.
The 2012 Chargers failed to
notch a win at home for the
fans, whereas this year’s
team are 2-1 in their first
three home matches. Will

and the Charger defense
held Montevallo scoreless
in the latest home game.
Home contests have
been a sight for Charger fans.
The first home game saw an
amazing come from behind
victory for UAH. With less
than 10 minutes to go in the
game, the Chargers trailed by
two. The next three minutes,
however, saw Kyle Simmons
and Isleifur Gudmundsson tie
the game up and send it into
overtime.
Kyle then
netted the game winning goal
eight minutes into overtime.
One of the largest crowds
to see a soccer game at
UAH in recent memory were
incredulous in the midst of an
amazing comeback victory.
Kyle has been
the go-to goal scorer for
the men at home. In the
first three home games he
has scored four goals.
Next stop for the team
on this rebuilding season
should be a conference win. In
three tries so far the Chargers
are 0-3 in conference games.
Their next game also has a little
added seasoning as the men
travel to Coach Matt Watts’
old school, Delta State, on
Friday. Watts has been looking
forward to this game to show
his old buddies what he has
cooking here in Huntsville.
Charger fans should
be looking forward to Oct.
4 when the men return
home to face Union.

From UAH
to MLB

By Taylor Reed

Can the Charger baseball team
breed a future MLB star? It is a
topic new to UAHuntsville, but it
is one that is being asked more
and more often with regards
to outfielder Chandler Brock.
In Brock’s second year of
baseball, he had already
earned numerous accolades
at the collegiate level. As a
freshman Brock started 51
of 54 games and had an
outstanding batting average
of .319. Being a freshman did
not hold Chandler back as
he earned the second most
doubles on the team, the
second most stolen bases as
well as finished the year with
a perfect fielding percentage.
In 2013 Brock batted .423
and leads the team in hits,
RBI’s, Home Runs and stolen
bases. He was also named
the GSC player of the year.
This summer
Chandler played for the
Vermont Mountaineers and
led his team to a playoff run.
As a Mountaineer he led his
team with 49 hits in just 39
games. He was also fifth in
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the entire league in batting
average at .339. His success
landed him on the First
Team All-American team.
Brocks outstanding
accolades and playing ability
have caused Baseball America
to list him as a top 40 prospect
in the New England Baseball
League. This league recruits
players from colleges all
across America as well as from
overseas. The top players each
year are scouted and many
are drafted into the MLB. Along
with Chandler Brock from UAH,
39 other baseball stars made
the list from D1 schools from
around the nation. 6 players on
that list were drafted into the
MLB right out of high school.
Chandler Brock is being looked
at by many, and out of Baseball
America’s top 40, the outfielder
from Huntsville is the only
player to represent a Division II
school. Brock will be back this
year playing at Charger Park so
be sure to come out and watch
the outfielder whose future in
baseball is irrefutably bright.

Every year, NFL teams
compete with one goal in mind:
winning the Super Bowl. And
at the beginning of every year,
there are teams that struggle
to perform well but hope to turn
it around in time to be relevant
when the playoffs arrive. After
three weeks of play, here are
three teams that are desperate
to win and gain some traction
before the season slips away.
The New York Giants
have managed a 0-3 start,
despite being led by a twotime Super Bowl champion
quarterback in Eli Manning.
Manning has passed for an
average of 310.3 yards per
game with five touchdowns.
Yet he has thrown eight
interceptions in that same
time. The running game has
been abysmal, with only 44.3
yards per game and one
touchdown. The offensive
line seems to be struggling,
and the running backs have
been unable to produce on
the ground. The defense has
not played well, allowing 38.3
points per game and only
generating four turnovers.
The Minnesota Vikings
will live and die by the work of
superstar running back Adrian
Peterson. So far, Peterson

has rushed for 93.7 yards
per game and scored three
touchdowns. In the passing
game, Christian Ponder has
completed 59 percent of his
throws for 230.3 yards per
game, two touchdowns, and
five interceptions. Defensively,
the Vikings have generated
ten turnovers, but they have
given up 27 points per game.

The Washington
Redskins came into the season
hoping that quarterback
Robert Griffin III would have
an improved performance from
his rookie year, in which he
put up outstanding numbers.
After a critical off-season
surgery, Griffin has yet to
find his dual-threat balance,
running for only 62 yards and
no touchdowns. He has thrown
for 325 yards per game, with
five touchdowns and four
interceptions. Running back
Alfred Morris has contributed
75 rushing yards per game
and only two touchdowns.
Defensively, the Redskins have
allowed 32.7 points per game
and have only generated three
turnovers. The rush defense
has been bad, allowing 155
yards per game and four
touchdowns on the ground.

UAH Volleyball
slips to a fourgame losing
streak

By Sarah McMahan

The University of Alabama
in Huntsville’s volleyball
team struggled through
the weekend, falling to two
Gulf South Conference
competitors slipping to a
four-game losing streak.
Over the weekend the
Chargers took a hard 1-3 loss
to Valdosta State on Friday
and another 1-3 loss to West
Georgia on Saturday. First, the
Chargers traveled to Valdosta,
Georgia where they had a
promising start. The Chargers
won the first set of the match
for the sixth consecutive time
this season showcasing a
profound dominance. The
Blazers did not let the Chargers
stay in command long as they
fought back to yield a close
second set. UAH did not let the
victory be an easy one, pushing
Valdosta 28-26 in the second
set before the Blazers could
secure the set. The third set
was hard fought as well, with
the Chargers having a chance
late into the set, but the home
team managed to finish the
set off 25-22. The fourth set
in the conference opener was
not as close and the Chargers
did not see a desired outcome.
UAH was led offensively by
Haley Snyder who recorded

16 kills followed by Olivia
Bauman who put away 12
kills. Also for the Chargers,
Stacey Sargent recorded a
team-high 16 digs, and Ashton
Baker put up 30 assists.
After a tough loss, UAH
traveled Carrollton, Ga., to take
on UWG. The Chargers did not
show as much dominance in
the first set as on Friday night,
letting the Wolves take the set
25-15. UAH responded quickly
with a hard fought 27-25 set
victory. The third and fourth sets
were much the same as the
first set as the Wolves heavily
dominated the game. Snyder
led the Chargers again with 17
kills, with Bauman trailing with
15 of her own. Baker recorded
40 assists for the night while
tallying seven kills for herself.
The Chargers look to get out
of the slump on Oct. 1, as
they take on the University of
North Alabama at Spragins
Hall at 7 p.m. UNA is currently
in a six-game losing streak
also falling to Valdosta State
and West Georgia over the
weekend. Tuesday promises
to be an exciting game as
the Chargers take on the
Lions for the first time since
a hard loss last season.

By Jeff Carr

Photography by
Leon Kennedy
Thomas Shallenberger is pledging ATO and plans on passing
trials and initiation into the Fraternity.
It is September again,
which means another great
season of Charger Intramural
Ultimate Frisbee. Week one
saw a competitive slate of
games, but none quite as
interesting as the match
between the BCM and ATO.
BCM enter the year with high
hopes and plenty of talent.
Newcomers Ryan Atchley,
Jonathan Bosse and David
Jennings have this team
thinking championship, but
ATO had other ideas for the
first game of the year.
Led by Derek Odom and Will
Erwin, ATO, with their seven
men, stared downfield at a
BCM team that had enough
players to fill three teams. The
BCM scored fast and first on
a throw from Ryan to Lance
Hall, but the lead was quickly
turned to a deficit on two ATO
scores involving Derek Odom
throwing one to Will Erwin and
catching another from Russ
Walton. David Jennings caught
a one hander to tie the game,
but ATO doubled their pleasure
with two more scores by Odom
and Thomas Shallenberger.
The halftime score was 4-2.
To anyone that knows the
game of Ultimate, a team with
no subs could be expected
to show fatigue shortly after
halftime, but ATO did not.
If anything, they played
harder in the second half.
Lance Hall led a furious charge
for a quick score to get the
BCM on the comeback trail,

but Thomas would keep ATO
up two after a nice long huck
by Cody Gothart. Jonathan
Bosse made a spectacular
running catch to score, but
Thomas again scored for ATO
to maintain their lead. After the
lead grew to three in favor of
ATO, Kelly Marie Steinberg
made a spectacular throw to
David Hurt in the end zone for a
score. David would then turn an
ATO turnover into another point
on a strike to Ryan Atchley.
After a frantic back-and-forth
of scores, the BCM found
themselves down by one with
less than a minute left to play.
After moving downfield at a
rush, Ryan flicked a frenzied
disc toward Jonathan Bosse in
the end zone. Bosse hauled in
the Frisbee before falling out
of bounds to send the game
into sudden death overtime.
ATO would then capitalize on a
BCM turnover deep in their own
territory and score the game
winning point. ATO stunned
the BCM at a final of 12-11.
Drew Knop and Zach Penland
added to ATO’s effort as they
helped out tremendously on
the defensive end, holding
the BCM back when they
needed to the most.
On the other side of the win/
loss column, team captain
Patrick Welch and crew
will look to iron out the
deficiencies throughout the
season as this bunch still
have high hopes ahead.
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Pizzelle’s packs a punch with chocolate

By Ashley
Baker

Photography by
Leon Kennedy

Michelle
Novosel,
co-owner of
Pizzele’s has
a passion for
confections with
unconventional
flavor and
pairings.

Upon hearing a myriad of fabulous things about Pizzelle’s
Confections, I had to make a visit. Pizzelle’s, founded in
2012, offers around 12 different truffles regularly, “drinking
chocolate”, and homemade marshmallows. At $7.40 for a
box of four truffles, it can be a little pricey for the average
college student, but they’re totally worth the price.
The first I tried was the Sexyback, salted caramel in
a 73.5% dark chocolate shell, and it was decadent
and delicious. I’m a sucker for salted anything (hello
hypertension!) so I fell in love. I then tried the 7th Street
Truffle which is rosemary-infused caramel in a milk
chocolate shell. It sounds a little scary with the rosemary
added, but the taste is so familiar and welcoming that it
works. The real jaw- dropper was the South by Southeast.
Adorned with a blood spatter paint job that would make
Dexter proud, it’s what I would call a ‘designer chocolate.’
Its look does not upstage the taste though, it is sweet, spicy,
and smokey. While all of the truffles are equally delicious,
I would definitely recommend those three for starters.
After indulging in chocolates, I sat down with coowner Michelle Novosel for an interview.

Charger Times: Tell us a
little bit about yourself and the
concept behind Pizzelle’s.
Michelle Novosel: Pizzelle’s
Confections combines our
passion for fine chocolate
and our commitment to local
community to bring you
truffles and confections with
unconventional flavors and
pairings. Every confection is
handcrafted in small batches
with fine, fair-trade chocolate
and quality ingredients.

MN: The caramel or ganache
is made first, and then the
chocolate molds are decorated.
Each mold gets a coat of
chocolate that has to set.
Then the molds are filled
with the caramel or ganache.
A bottom coat of chocolate
goes on the mold, and the
truffles are ready to eat.
One batch of truffles takes
about three days to make.

CT: What candies are
you most proud of?
MN: We are proud of all of our
creations. It’s hard for us to pick
favorites. Everything we sell
has gone through a process
of trial and error until we find
the perfect combination.

fb.com/PizzellesConfections
Open Wednesday through Saturday
noon to 6:00 pm
Fridays
open until 8:00 pm.

‘Prisoners’ Review
By Paul Sorrells

one of his best performances
as the detective assigned
to the case, Hugh Jackman
completely dialing down his
natural charm for a character
that is simultaneously
sympathetic and disgusting,
and other veteran actors such
as Terrence Howard, Viola
Davis, Melissa Leo and Paul
Dano providing excellent
work in the smaller roles.
“Prisoners” delivers hardhitting scenes throughout that
keep the film running smoothly,
with an intense chase scene
between Gyllenhaal’s detective
and a suspect probably being
the most memorable. The
fact that “Prisoners” works so
well despite bearing a more
than passing resemblance
to many other films is a
testament to the overall abilities
of the filmmakers, but a few
flaws at the screenwriting
and conceptual level keep
it from truly transcending
its familiar narrative.
The flaws of “Prisoners”
are relatively minor but do
undermine the overall quality
of the film somewhat. The only
notable flaw from a filmmaking
standpoint is that it might
be ten to fifteen minutes too

MN: Everyone has their
favorites, and it really depends
on whether you like dark, milk,
or white chocolate, nuts, spice,
caramel, or a variety of other
truffle fillings. Our single most
popular item is probably our
Mommy Dearest bar, which is a
layer of coconut and a layer of
caramel with almonds, dipped
in dark chocolate, and topped
with coconut and sea salt.

CT: Can you walk us through
the process of making
one of your truffles?

Pizzelle’s Confections
2211 Seminole Drive, Railroad Room #4A
Huntsville, AL 35805

Hugh
Jackman
as Keller
Dover in
“Prisoners.”
(Courtesy
Wilson Webb/
MCT)

“Prisoners” officially marks
the end of the summer
blockbuster season, while
also being the first of a glut
of Oscar contenders arriving
in the next few months. The
plot of “Prisoners” is hardly
unique, two girls disappear
during a Thanksgiving
celebration, prompting a public
investigation by the police
and a private one by their
parents, but the execution
by the filmmakers makes it
much more memorable than
the standard crime thriller.
While it is an extremely
engrossing and compelling
watch, “Prisoners” does contain
some flaws that, while not
completely derailing the film,
do prevent it from completely
reaching its full potential.
What the filmmakers do
well in “Prisoners” is create
an extremely compelling story
out of relatively standard
material, with up-and-coming
director Denis Villeneuve and
veteran cinematographer
Roger Deakins soaking the
film in an atmosphere of fear,
despair and confusion. The
acting by the ensemble cast
is top notch throughout with
Jake Gyllenhaal turning in

CT: Which are the
most popular?

long, with a few scenes that
either lag too much or that
could be cut entirely. The
other flaws of the film come at
a more conceptual level but
are important nevertheless.
Firstly, the ending of
“Prisoners” falls a little flat,
not completely coming to a
satisfying conclusion and
opting for a slightly ambiguous
final scene that might be a
little too smart for its own
good. Even though it is
not immediately obvious,
“Prisoners” also suffers
from a slight identity crisis,
switching between revenge
thriller, police procedural and
serial killer movie without
ever really finding out which
one it belongs to. Some of
this might have been an
attempt by the filmmakers to
make a film that would not
be labeled and compared to
previous films in the same
genre, but the result is a film
that is not entirely consistent
tonally and thematically
throughout its run time.
Finally, and most importantly,
“Prisoners” lacks a core for
the impressive filmmaking
components to build around.
There are religious elements,

embodied in the characters
played by Jackman and Leo,
which might have made for a
fascinating central struggle, but
these exist almost completely
in throwaway sentences
before being discarded and
“Prisoners” has nothing to take
their place. While “Prisoners”
is not exactly empty as a
result, it does become much
more conventional than the
filmmakers likely had in mind.
What the audience is left with is
an extremely well put together
film that substitutes an intensely
dreary atmosphere and tone
for a more compelling conflict.
In many ways, “Prisoners”
is similar to David Fincher’s
classic 1995 film “Seven” but is
not quite as good. Villeneuve‘s
film shares the somber
atmosphere of Fincher’s, but
lacks the fascination with
which Fincher looks at the
world he creates and the
characters that inhabit it. The
characters of “Prisoners,” while
fleshed out and believable,
are not terribly interesting
and Villeneuve, while a
promising talent, just cannot
quite keep the final result
together as well as needed.
That is not to say “Prisoners”
is a bad film, because it is
actually one of the finest
movies to come out this
year. It is an engrossing and
engaging story with some of
the best displays of acting and
directing in quite some time.
If it sounds like this review
focused too much on the
flaws it is because “Prisoners”
was so close to being a great
movie but just did not quite get
there. Even so, it is definitely
recommended viewing and
a major improvement over
most of the Hollywood films
to come out during 2013.
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Review from
the Archives

with Megan Roman
North by Northwest
(1959)

In his quintessential comedythriller, director Alfred Hitchcock
managed to include all his
favorite plot devices and
themes, as well as mock
spy film clichés, the police
and American embassies.
Successful ad-man
Roger Thornhill is thrust
into a murder at the United
Nations and is forced to
flee. Chased cross-country
by spies who think he is an
assassin, Thornhill embarks
on his own investigation.
Only one person appears
to help him: glamorous, but
enigmatic blonde Eve Kendall.

One spectacular scene
follows another, and the cropdusting scene is now legendary.
Opposed to tight pathways
and shadows to create
suspense, the director used
full daylight, completely open
space and a very fast machine
to capture Carey Grant being
chased through a cornfield
by a crop-duster. The whole
film bursts with extraordinary
events, leaving no room for
boredom. “North by Northwest”
remains surprisingly modern
and great entertainment
for today’s audiences.

Interested in writing for

THE CHARGER TIMES?

email us:

chargertimes@uah.edu
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Revolutionizing campus life:
New student union
coming in Spring
By Gage Smythe

A group of students toured the newest
addition to UAHuntsville’s campus last
week, getting a glimpse of what the
new student center will have to offer
when it is completed later this year.
Construction of the Charger
Union began in the Fall of 2012 and
has continued on schedule, slated for
an opening during the Spring Week
of Welcome in January of 2014. The
center will feature a slew of amenities
including everything from new dining
options like Dunkin’ Donuts and a World
of Wings to a full-sized movie theater
complete with stadium seating. With a
budget of $25 million, no expense was
spared to ensure that this would not
just be another building on campus.

Dean of Students Dr. Regina Hyatt and Senior Gage Smythe
stand in front of the future World of Wings bar location.

Photography by Leon Kennedy
In a recent interview
with UAH Magazine, Dean
of Students Dr. Regina Hyatt
was clear that every dollar
spent on the Union was “an
investment in the future of the
student experience at UAH.”
Hyatt fully expects “that it will
transform campus life here.”
The new student center
will not only be taking over for
the University Center as the

hub for student activities, it
will also be the new home of
many student organizations
currently housed in the UC.
SGA, Student Life and the
bookstore among others will all
be provided space in the new
building. In addition to providing
space for meetings and
movies, workspace will also be
made available to registered
student organizations.

While most of the
excitement about the building
so far has been over the
addition of Dunkin’ Donuts
to campus, there are many
more surprises in store once
construction is completed. A
gaming lounge, interactive
video displays, outdoor movie
projecting capabilities and
plenty of space to relax or
study will be found under the

CU’s roof. Students will also be
able to enjoy one of the best
views of campus (including
the newly constructed
greenway) from one of the
many outdoor seating areas
around the building.
Details about the
grand opening of the CU are
still unclear but is anticipated
to take place on Jan. 8, 2014.

UAH Ranked 101st Among
All National Colleges
Constant commitment to research and innovation are are cited as reasons for UAH’s
gains on U.S. News and World Report of top universities

By Nicholas Neely

Alabama’s universities continue
to improve in U.S. News
and World Reports annual
rankings of the country’s best
colleges, with Huntsville-area
colleges making particularly
large gains among some of
the nation’s best schools.
The University of
Alabama in Huntsville moved
up two spots in the 2014
best public college rankings
from No. 103 to No. 101
and ranked 181st among
all national colleges, which
include private universities.
The reasons cited for UAH’s
place on the list among public
universities was the school’s
continuous commitment to
research and the History
Program’s scholarship award
program founded by John
Hendricks. Huntsville was
also well-represented among
U.S News’ list of the best
Historically Black Colleges,
with Alabama A & M moving
up two spots to No. 20 and
Oakwood University moving up
one spot to No. 23. Tuskegee
University placed 5th on the list.
UAH President Robert
Altenkirch, whose former
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post, the New Jersey Institute
of Technology placed 150
on the list, recently released
this statement concerning
UAH’s improvement:
“We’re pleased that
UAH is recognized by U.S.
News & World Report as a
Tier 1 national university.
That ranking puts us among
the top 5 percent of the
nation’s degree-granting
institutions of higher learning.
Since 2012, we
have risen from 190 to 181
and I believe we can credit
a couple of factors for that
improvement. Our faculty has
worked to develop innovative
educational programs that
are unique to UAH. Also, we
retain about 80 percent of our
freshman students, which is
a great improvement over the
past. At the same time, we
have also raised our six-year
graduation rate by 15 percent.
Looking ahead, I
believe there are several
areas of improvement that will
allow us to raise our standing.
First, we will continue to seek
progress on those factors that
are important to our students,
such as increasing our retention
and graduation rates. But, there

are other criteria that need our
attention. Examples are alumni
giving, our peer assessment
efforts and our high school
counselor ratings as well.
Overall, this ranking
provides a positive snapshot
of our campus when
compared among colleges
and universities across the
nation. Meanwhile, we are
going to continue to focus on
those areas that are important
to the academic progress
of our student body.”
While UAH improved in
the public and national college
rankings, it still trails Alabama’s
other Tier 1 universities; The
University of Alabama, Auburn
University, and the University
of Alabama Birmingham
placed 86th, 91st and 152nd
respectively, on the national
rankings list. The current top
nationally-ranked universities
were reminiscent of years
past, with Princeton, Harvard,
Yale, Columbia, and Stanford
tying the University of Chicago
in the top five spots. They
were followed by Duke, MIT,
University of Pennsylvania, Cal
Tech and Dartmouth College
to round out the top ten.

The tour was led by school architect Justin Thompson, who
highlighted key setting points the building would offer upon
completion.

Winslow and
Binns
win again

By Taylor Reed

After running the table
here in Huntsville, the
men’s and women’s cross
country teams traveled to
South Carolina where once
again, they dominated.
During the home
opener Blaise Binns and Vicky
Winslow each crossed the
finish line first, leading the
Chargers to their first title of
the year. Apparently the air in
South Carolina failed to bother
the duo, as they both won for
the second straight week. Binns
broke a huge milestone, as
he became the first Charger
to ever run the 8K in under
25 minutes. He finished with
a time of 24:56:14, allowing
him to finish first and bring
the individual championship
trophy back to Huntsville.
Binns was not the only runner
on the bus with a trophy.
Winslow won the individual
race among the women as she
finished her 5K in just 17:53:66

as she too won her second
championship in two weeks.
Although Binns and
Winslow led the pack, the other
runners in blue were close
behind. Coach David Cain said
the team had a great day and
he was “very well pleased.”
Several of the UAH runners
finished with great times with
many of them beating their
own personal records. The
UAH Women finished in first
place over all. The men fell
behind however, and placed
second overall. Second is a
spot many schools would relish;
the UAH men are proud but
are hungry for improvement.
Both teams will race
again next week in the JSU
Foothills Invitational. Can the
Chargers win the individual
championship for the third
week in a row as well as win
the race overall? Be there
this weekend and find out!
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JUST FOR FUN
You’re Invited!

Please join us for the

2013
UAH Homecoming
Parade

Friday, October 18, 2013, 5:30-6:30 P.M.
(Rain date October 19, 2013, 11:00 am)

Location: Campus Loop - Find your spot
on John Wright Drive!

To participate in the parade, please register online by
visiting: www.uah.edu/homecoming

FOR RELEASE SEPTEMBER 30, 2013

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Cpls.’ superiors
5 EMT’s skill
8 “Cultured” gem
13 Spy novelist
Ambler
14 Bread buy
16 Exhorts
17 __ IRA
18 SeaWorld
attraction
19 Fathered
20 Exhortation to the
engine room
23 Prepare, as tea
24 Down Under
runner
25 Had some wallop
33 Dreamer’s
acronym
36 House division
37 Loud cry
38 Inventor’s starting
point
40 Princess’s
headgear
43 Worry
44 Ford of the ’70s
46 Festive affair
48 Cause of
Cleopatra’s
undoing
49 Self-important sort
53 Brother in a
monastery
54 Phi Beta __
58 Interviewer’s
booby trap
64 Kind of jacket
named for an
Indian leader
65 Ambiance
66 Way to get out
67 Send payment
68 Give some lip to
69 Shine partner
70 Test for purity, as
gold
71 Doris who sang
“Que Sera, Sera”
72 Burpee product
DOWN
1 Feudal workers
2 Tile installer’s
need
3 Information on a
book’s spine
4 Carry with effort
5 Hoofbeat
6 Minute skin
opening

9/30/13

By David W. Cromer

7 Event at a track
8 Exercises done in
a prone position
9 Southernmost
Great Lake
10 Indian tourist city
11 Clarinetist’s need
12 Drug “dropped” in
the ’60s
15 Lost luster
21 Train in a ring
22 Dr.’s group
26 Simple bed
27 Colorful
Japanese carp
28 Some Kindle
reading, briefly
29 TV dial letters
30 Romance writer
Roberts
31 Sticks by the pool
table
32 Web address
letters
33 Tears
34 Work on a
column, say
35 Restaurant host’s
handout
39 Justice Dept.
enforcers
41 Part of a
cheerleader’s
chant

Saturday’s Puzzle Solved

(c)2013 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

42 Baba of folklore
45 Taxi’s “I’m not
working now”
sign
47 Ships like Noah’s
50 Prior to, in
poems
51 Mamas’ mates
52 Spuds
55 Impish fairy
56 Model’s asset
57 Tossed a chip in
the pot

9/30/13

58 Popular jeans
59 Units of
resistance
60 Soprano’s
chance to
shine
61 Campus area
62 __ Minor:
constellation
63 “No problem”
64 Second
Amendment
backer: Abbr.
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