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#0077C8

Colors
H1 - H5

#FDDA24 Selected state for main nav
Righthand CTA box color
More button box color
Carousel selected state color

#333333 Text color for standard body copy
Intro text color
H6

#757575 Breadcrumb text
Dates
Faculty Titles - Faculty Page

#E5E5E5 Grey background color
Link grid box color
Filter dropdown box color
Righthand column module box color
Show More box color

#009FDF Inline text link

#29282A Narrow view module header  
background color
Search box color

#BBB1A7 Grey background v2 -  
Used exclusively on homepage style 
carousels
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Typography

H2 Header

Body copy lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Vivamus 
ultrices dolor link text.  

Avenir Medium
40px

(link) Avenir Heavy

H1 Header Avenir Light
49px

H3 Header Avenir Heavy
30px

H4 Header Avenir Heavy
26px

H5 Header Avenir Heavy
22px

Avenir Medium
18px #000000

H6 HEADER Avenir Heavy
14px (ALL CAPS)

FORMATTING TEXT
Do not format text in other colors (such as red) to call attention to text. Instead use headers, bold, or italics.
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Responsive Layout
The UAH website is responsive, meaning the layout of each page changes based on the screen size (or the browser 
window size) with which it’s being viewed.  When updating content on the website it’s important to ensure the content 
displays correctly accross all these screen sizes.

Here are some prominent examples of layout changes visible on smaller screens:
•	 header condenses
•	 tile modules rearrange and condense
•	 sidebars wrap to below the main content 
•	 menus move off screen
•	 images shrink

BREAK POINTS
There are several predefined 
screen widths at which major 
layout changes occur.  These 
are called “break points.”

700px - mobile
900px - tablet
990px - desktop
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Images
Images should be 16:9 ratio, landscape. Since 
webpages (and thus images) are responsive, image 
sizes should be determined based on how large 
the image will be in relation to the rest of the page.  
Refer to the chart to the right.

IRREGULAR IMAGE SIZES
If an image doesn’t fit the 16:9 ratio, 9:16 
ratio (portrait) or 1:1 ratio (square) formats are 
acceptable.
Image sizes - 1:1
1/2 width or smaller 
720x720

1/3 width or smaller
480x480

Image sizes - 9:16
1/2 width or smaller 
405x720

1/3 width or smaller
270x480

Page Title

Cabori volorep 
electatem aut volupta 
ius doluptate nobis 
sit aboreptature int 
ero beatiusa pa es ne 
resedistia consequos 
desecepudit aliam 
consequo consendi 
rectat et aribus vellupt 
asitiis acescipicta 
que es maxim hic torest milit inverup taquia illecti odisquos dis aut 
omniatist voluptatur seruntium dereper itatusae eossitatur rehenia.

Velest, incturit aut aut doluptatur 
ant premquidi simint, ullibus 
restistem facearion rentium ius, 
omniet elliciti oditisi maximaximus 
eum ditas et quae non re solupta 
sequi ad quidunt et utem 
doluptas ditae is et ma. Cabori 
volorep electatem aut volupta ius 

doluptate nobis sit aboreptature int ero beatiusa pa es ne resedistia 
consequos desecepudit aliam.

Consequo consendi rectat et aribus 
vellupt asitiis acescipicta que es maxim hic 
torest milit inverup taquia illecti odisquos 
dis aut omniatist voluptatur seruntium 
dereper itatusae eossitatur rehenia velest, 
incturit aut aut doluptatur ant premquidi 
simint, ullibus restistem facearion rentium ius, omniet elliciti oditisi 
maximaximus eum ditas et quae non re solupta sequi ad quidunt et 
utem doluptas ditae is et ma

Full width
1440x810

2/3 width
960x540

1/2 width
720x405

1/3 width
480x270

TECHNICAL NOTE: These image sizes are 
larger than their display area in order to appear 
sharp on hi-resolution screens, such as retina 
displays.  It’s best practice to save these images 
with a high JPEG compression in order to keep 
the file size low and the page load times short.  

In Photoshop, select Save for Web and then set 
the JPEG quality to 35.
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Writing Content

1440x810

480x270

Written content on your webpage should be:

1. Short and Concise
Remember that visitors tend to scan pages, not read them.  Reducing content reduces the noise level of the page and 
ensures that the important information is most prominent.  Omit needless words and reduce sentences down to the 
essential information.  If you’re providing instructions that are extremely long, consider that the process itself could 
probably be simplified.

2. Easily Navigable
Make your pages easier to scan by using the following techniques: 
•	 use plenty of headings - h2, h3, h4, h5, and h6 (h1 is reserved for the page title)
•	 keep paragraphs short (see above)
•	 use bulleted lists or tables
•	 use inline links where appropriate (ex: “...or speak to an advisor for further information about...”)
•	 and have clear calls to action, prominent links to guide your visitor to their next logical step

3. Conversational in Tone
Always remember the audience that you’re writing for (most likely 16-18 year olds).  Write in the same tone that you 
would use in speaking to this audience.  This applies to most pages; however, there will be some pages, such as legal 
disclaimers, where conversational tone is not appropriate.

4. Current
For pages that don’t expect much repeat traffic from the same visitors, changing content arbitrarily is not important.  
However, it’s critical for all pages to display current, relevant, and accurate information.  Frequent checks of your 
pages will help you ensure that your visitors aren’t presented with outdated or erroneous content.
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Anatomy of a Page - Typical Page

1440x810

480x270

1

1

2

3

4

5

6

6a

2

3 4

5

6

6a

Breadcrumbs
Page Title
Section Menu (or Left Menu)
Header Photo
Page Text
Sidebar
Contact Information

•	 large image attracts attention to page
•	 lead paragraph presents most important information first
•	 inline links (application for admission) direct visitors to 

pertinent pages
•	 large yellow button provides clear call to action
•	 important information is bolded within paragraph
•	 proper use of headers makes content easily scannable
•	 tables make information easier to understand
•	 buttons are given weighted importance by the use of color 

and size
•	 sidebar provides links to related information and contact 

information
•	 menu structure is organized logically for visitors

Be sure to read the previous section, “Writing Content.”

KEYS TO SUCCESS ON THIS PAGE



9

Anatomy of a Page - College Frontpage

1440x810

480x270

1

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

2

3 4

5

6

7 8 9

Breadcrumbs
Tile Module (News or Nav)
Section Menu (or Left Menu)
Page Text
Link Grid
Two-Block Spotlight
Recent News Module
Faculty Spotlight
Contact Us

•	 news tile module displays marketing-oriented news and 
statistics

•	 lead paragraph provides concise introduction without 
overwhelming visitors

•	 link grid presents visitors with programs of study, the next 
logical step for visitors

•	 two-block spotlight module displays notable/relatable 
alumni, linking to story about alumni

•	 small spotlights give visitors glances at recent news and 
notable faculty, and provide access to contact information

•	 menu structure is concise and organized logically for visitors

Be sure to read the previous section, “Writing Content.”

KEYS TO SUCCESS ON THIS PAGE
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News Tile Module

EXAMPLES - http://uah.edu/eng

Desktop (>900px browser width) Tablet (700px - 899px) Mobile (<700px)

The news tile module is great for colleges that generate a lot of news they want to feature on their front pages.  It 
displays the page title, two featured news stories, and two statistics or brag facts.  It is currently only available to 
college front pages.  Remember to use news and stats that are relevant to prospective students.

OVERVIEW

TECHNICAL NOTE
Text on images has a 60% drop shadow.  Titles for news tiles have no text shadow.

HOW OFTEN SHOULD NEWS BE UPDATED?
News articles displayed here should be marketing-focused.  Generally they can be displayed for up to 6 months 
before being replaced.  To display articles that rotate more frequently, consider the recent news module (p. 18).
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News Tile Module

photo title

MODULE BREAKDOWN

Page Title

1st
Stat 

2nd
Stat 

News Tile 1 Title

News Tile 2 Title

688 x 688px

338 x 338px

338 x 338px338 x 338px

338 x 338px

1

1

2

2
2a

2b

5a
5b

2a

3

2b

4

3

5

4

5

5a

5b

Header Tile
Text is page title. Photo representing page has stripe overlay.

News Tile 1
Photo and title of linked news article. Entire tile is linked. Arrow is 
placed in bottom right corner.

Photo for News Tile 1
Title of News Tile 1

Stat 1
Abstract image. Statistic begins with 1 large number (or word). 
Preferably linked to more info. Entire tile is linked. Arrow in top left.

Stat 2
News Tile 2
Photo for News Tile 2
Title of News Tile 2

Sizes listed reflect the largest size needed in all responsive layouts.



12

Navigation Tile Module

EXAMPLES - http://uah.edu/science

Desktop (>900px browser width) Tablet (700px - 899px) Mobile (<700px)

The nav tile module is better suited for colleges and departments that don’t want to especially feature news on their 
front pages.  Instead, the tiles display one large image and feature important links.  Each link tile flips to display a 
relevant photo when visitors hover over it (on mobile the tiles are flipped by default with a blue overlay for legibility).  
The nav tile module is only available for use on college or department front pages.  Remember to choose links that are 
important to prospective students.

PHOTO SELECTION
Choosing a photo for the nav tile module can be tricky.  Photos that work best have the subject in the middle or 
middle-left.  For legibility of the links it’s important that the right side of the photo isn’t too bright or busy.  The 
original background photo used to build your module should be at least 1738 x 688.

OVERVIEW
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Navigation Tile Module

photo title

MODULE BREAKDOWN

Page Title
Nav Tile 1 Nav Tile 2

1038 x 688px

338 x 338px

338 x 338px 338 x 338px

Nav Tile 3 Nav Tile 4

338 x 338px

NOTE
•	 Original image should be 1738 x 688 
•	 Sizes listed reflect the largest size needed in all responsive layouts
•	 Text has a 60% drop shadow
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Two-Block Spotlight Module

EXAMPLE - http://uah.edu/science, http://www.uah.edu/admissions/undergraduate

Desktop -  (>900px browser width)

Mobile (<700px)

The two-block spotlight is used within the body of a web page to feature a person or event.  The person is usually 
a current student or an alumni.  Faculty/administration can be featured; however, there is already a faculty spotlight 
module intended for use at the bottom of college front pages. Two-block spotlights may also be used as a carousel.

60/40 version
Most Two-Block Modules are split 
50/50 photo-to-content.  However, 
you may notice some 60/40 versions 
feature a wider photo or even a 
different shade of blue.  These 60/40 
versions are reserved for modules 
that feature interactive content, such 
as a video or interactive map. 

OVERVIEW
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Two-Block Spotlight Module
MODULE BREAKDOWN

Title
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Morbi semper tortor a 
purus commodo, eget malesuada erat 
laoreet. Morbi nunc est, eleifend quis 
lacus a, feugiat fermentum lorem. Donec 
et est sed quam egestas tempor.

720 × 405px

1

1

2

2 3

4

3

5

6

4

5

Photo Block
Spotlight Title/Event Date
Examples: “ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT”, “OCT 4”
Text is white if unlinked, yellow if linked (to an Alumni section, 
for instance)

Content Block
Keep it short - amount of content affects size and layout of module
Background: gradient #5BA8DC to #0077C8

Title
h2, h3, h4, or h5

Text
Short paragraph

6 Link Arrow
Link to more information about Spotlight 
content

TYPE SPOTLIGHT

NOTE
Photos are cropped automatically based on the height of the text.  Photos may be cropped at the center, top, 
bottom, left, right, top-left, or top-right.
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Small Spotlight Module

EXAMPLES - http://uah.edu/cba, http://www.uah.edu/la, http://www.uah.edu/honors

The small spotlight module is displayed at the bottom of college/department front pages and is primarily used to 
feature recent news stories, faculty, and contact information.  A degree/program may be used in place of faculty.

OVERVIEW
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Small Spotlight Module
MODULE BREAKDOWN

Article Title »
OCT 04

RECENT NEWS

First 140 characters of article body. 
Mi laoreet ante ac a pretium id 
malesuada orci convallis rhoncus a 
adipiscing ultrices pellentesque...

First Last Name »
ADMINISTRATIVE TITLE, 
ACADEMIC TITLE, RESEARCH TILE, 
COLLEGE

FACULTY SPOTLIGHT

Brief overview of biography including 
recent accomplishments and 
accolades. Cursus feugiat parturient 
scelerisque lacus eget a purus 
elementum risus hac proin a viverra 
condimentum phasellus leo 
scelerisque rutrum.

College »

CONTACT US

Building Name, Room Number
301 Sparkman Drive
Huntsville, AL 35899

 256.824.####
 college@uah.edu

Follow College
      

1

2

3
4

5

1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3
4

5

1

2

3

4

5

6

Recent News - linked to 
News section for 
department

Intro Image - linked to 
article

Article Title - linked to 
article
Publish Date - (MMM DD)

Teaser Text - first 140 
characters of article body

1

2

3

4

5

Faculty Spotlight - linked to 
Faculty section for 
department

Intro Image - linked to 
article about faculty 
member or UAH Faculty 
Profile (coming soon)

Faculty Name - (First Last) - 
linked to article about facul-
ty member or UAH Faculty 
Profile (coming soon)
Title - Administrative, 
Academic, Research (any 
that apply)

Teaser Text - brief 
biography overview

1

2

3

4

5

Contact Us

Building Image

College/Department Name 
- linked to Contact page
Address

General Phone Number and 
Email Address

6 Follow - links to 
department-centric social 
media pages 
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Recent News
Recent news modules display the most recent featured 
news article categorized under a specific department.  

There are three options to display news on a page:  

1 article spotlight - 1 spotlight article with linked 
photo, linked title, date, and teaser text (see the 
previous section: Small Spotlight Module)

Multiple articles w/ photos - 3-5 articles, each with 
linked photo and linked title 

Multiple articles w/o photos - 3-5 articles, each with 
linked title  

HOW OFTEN SHOULD NEWS BE 
UPDATED?
Recent news articles should be changed at least once 
every few weeks.  For news that should display for a 
longer time, consider the news tile module (p. 10).

Featured articles written by the Office of Marketing 
and Communications will automatically be pushed to 
the recent news module as well as the News page for 
the applicable college/department.  

A

B

B

C

C

A

*Choose one display type per page
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Link Grid

EXAMPLE - http://uah.edu/science

Narrow - 18px font size

Typical - 22px font size

OVERVIEW
The link grid is designed to present a list of links of the same type of content, such as a list of programs offered by 
a college.  The link grid is always 3 columns wide on desktop view (except in the case of pages without a left menu).  
Remaining empty spaces are filled with the blue stripe pattern.  The link grid should have a heading.  If the page has a 
sidebar, the narrow style is used.
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Navigational Elements

1440x810

Breadcrumbs
Breadcrumbs give visitors a sense of place within 
the website and allow them to navigate to parent 
pages if they get lost.  Breadcrumbs are generated 
automatically based on a page’s menu structure.

Jump to Section
For pages that are unavoidably very long, a Jump-
to-Section menu in the right sidebar can help users 
quickly find the section they need.

Section Menu (or Left 
Menu)
The section menu allows visitors to 
navigate to other pages within a 
particular section of the website.  
•	 On smaller screens, the section 

menu is off-screen until the user 
taps on the yellow tab.

•	 The heading is linked to the front 
page of the current section

•	 Visitors may click on a link to go 
to that page, or they can click 
the + to see and navigate to that 
page’s subpages.

NOTE
•	 Menu items must be linked to a page.  
•	 The section menu is the only module or content 

that may be displayed in the left column of the 
website.

•	 Avoid adding links to outside websites or other 
sections on the UAH website.  Instead, these links 
can be displayed within the web page.
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Action Elements

Search Field

Text Field

Dropdown Select
Blue Gray - expanded

Buttons
Buttons elicit action from visitors and are thus used to 
highlight important links and actions on a page.

There are multiple styles and sizes of buttons available:
•	 “UAH” and “Primary” are the primary buttons 

reserved for the most important links and actions.
•	 “Default” and “Black” are secondary buttons 

designed to complement the primary buttons.
•	 Multipe sizes are available to match surrounding style 

and to convey importance.

Context-specific buttons
These buttons should only be used in their respective 
context in forms and applications.

Link Arrow
The link arrow is used on a tile or image to indicate 
that visitors may click it to visit a page with more 
information.
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Content Grouping Elements

Wells
Wells are most often used in the sidebar to group 
content that may or may not be related to its 
surrounding content.

Callouts
Callouts are best used to communicate information or 
warnings relevant to written instructions.

Panels
Panels are most often used to group content that is 
related to the surrounding content.

Panels - Expanding
Use expanding panels to condense very long content 
into more navigable groups.

Wells, panels, and callouts are available to help visually group content.
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Media Elements
Video
Videos may be played within a page or in a modal (pop-
up).  Videos should be 16x9 widescreen, 720p or 1080p. 
Videos should be hosted with a video service such as 
Youtube, Wistia, or Vimeo. Videos MUST be closed-
captioned for accesibility.

Image Captions
Image captions should be as concise as possible and no 
more than 250 characters.

Gray (below)

Blue (overlay)
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Other Common Elements

Alerts
Alerts are displayed at the top of a page to display 
important information regarding a user’s current activity 
or regarding the university itself. 

BlockquotesTables
Basic Table

Striped Table

Bordered Table

TABLE USAGE
Tables are used strictly for displaying tabular data, 
data you would find in a spreadsheet.  They are not 
to be used for layout or formatting of pages, as this 
is not a responsive solution.  
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Office of Marketing and Communications
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