EH 540/649
Special Topics in Literature: Virginia Woolf in England
Summer 2004

Dr. Rose Norman    Office:  MH 215  Phone 256/824-2373  Fax 256/824-2387

Email NormanR@uah.edu
Website:  www.uah.edu/woolf/
Class E-List:  Woolf-l@email.uah.edu
(See sign-up instructions online at class website)

This course will be taught in England, primarily in London.

Travel Dates: June 1-9, 2004

Course Objectives

· To develop and understanding and appreciation of Woolf’s work through visiting some of the locations that inspired her major novels.

· To develop appreciation of the artistic and literary world in which Woolf developed as a major modern artist.

Required Texts:  

1. Wilson, Jean Moorcroft.  Virginia Woolf's London: A Guide to Bloomsbury and Beyond
2. Woolf, Virginia. Mrs. Dalloway. 1925. Harcourt Brace, 1990. (novel)

3. Woolf, Virginia. To the Lighthouse. 1927. Harcourt Brace, 1990. (novel)

4. Woolf, Virginia. Orlando. 1928. Harcourt Brace, 1993. (novel/pseudobiography)

	Course Requirements and Grade Determination
	Graduate Students
	Undergraduates

	Oral presentation on location (see list of topics).
	30%
	30%

	Critical essay (8-10 pages undergrads; 12-15 p graduate students) analyzing one of the assigned Woolf books.  See topics list and online instructions for elaboration.  Due in mid-July.
	40%
	40%

	Miscellaneous activities, including class participation and a travel diary (at least 300 words a day).
	30%
	30%


Course Policies
1.
Class participation means regularly attending scheduled excursions, participating in class discussion, including e-list discussion.  Missing more than one excursion will penalize your grade.

2.
Late work will be penalized 10% (one letter grade) and must be completed within five weekdays of the deadline.  

3.
Plagiarism is academic dishonesty, the representation of someone else's work as your own. The penalty for plagiarism is a failing grade for the assignment.  In the case of plagiarism through inadequate documentation, the student may be permitted to revise and re-submit.

Guidelines for Oral Presentation on Location
Each student gives one report about one of the scheduled events on the trip, to be presented at the location or just before.  Plan your presentation to take about 20 minutes, plus discussion.  You must choose a topic from the topics list below, one topic per person. 

The goal of these presentations is to share with classmates background information that will illuminate our understanding of the place visited and our readings of the relevant Woolf texts.  These guidelines are intended to help you do that effectively.

Handouts
Before the trip, prepare handouts to be distributed on site.  The topics list includes examples of useful handouts for each topic.

Topics

1. Bloomsbury Group - who was in it, who they were, why they were significant, what people thought about it, something about the London neighborhood from which the circle took its name.  Suggested handouts:  list of names of Bloomsbury participants with a brief biosketch; map of Bloomsbury with Woolfian locations marked; quotations from Woolf’s writing on the topic of Bloomsbury (see, e.g., “Old Bloomsbury” in Moments of Being)

2. Mrs. Dalloway’s London – the novel Mrs. Dalloway describes various characters London walks in such detail that you could retrace their steps.  We will follow one of those walks.  Report on how Woolf uses London streets and places in the novel, why she emphasizes these so much (much more than she does details of setting in Orlando or even To the Lighthouse).

3. Knole and Vita Sackville-West – background on the house, how it relates to the setting of Orlando, biographical information on Vita Sackville-West, who grew up there and is the original of Orlando.
Suggested handouts:  quotations from Orlando describing the house; quotations from descriptions of Knole; historical background on Sackville-Wests and Knole, biosketch of Vita.

4. Talland House, St. Ives, and the Stephen family-- background on the house, how it relates to the setting of To the Lighthouse, biographical information about Woolf’s parents.
 Suggested handouts:  Woolf quotations about the house (see “A Sketch of the Past” from Moments of Being); quotations from To the Lighthouse and about her parents. 

5. Monk’s House and Leonard Woolf-- background on the house and its present contents, what Woolf wrote while living there, her relationship to her husband Leonard Woolf (they were married nearly 30 years, and he continued to live at Monk’s House till his death in 1969).

Suggested handouts:  biosketch of Leonard Woolf; summary of Monk’s House Papers (now archived at a library, donated by Leonard Woolf)

6. Charleston and Vanessa Bell -- background on the house and especially the art work there; its relevance to Woolf’s work; biographical information about Woolf’s sister, Vanessa Bell, especially her art work and her relationship to Woolf.  

Suggested Topics for Critical Essay (due in July, date TBA )

Hussey’s Virginia Woolf: A-Z is the place to start on any of these topics.  Note that all of them require analysis.

Type AA Topics:  Argumentative Analysis 

This is the typical seminar paper that develops an original idea.  It usually involves a close analysis of textual evidence, backed up by thorough grounding in the scholarship about the book in question.  This might be a close analysis of a theme or a pattern of imagery or a narrative technique.  Naturally, you would thoroughly research what others have said about the theme, image, technique, etc., indicating how your idea agrees with or contradicts other interpretations, but the focus is on developing your idea.  

Type IA Topics: Informative Analysis (applied to one book)

In such a short time, it may be difficult to develop an original idea and argue it persuasively.  You could easily spend 4 weeks getting grounded in the criticism about your book, and not get a good idea worth developing until days before the deadline.  If that’s the way you work best anyway, go with the Type AA paper.  If not, consider researching one of the following topics, synthesizing your findings, and applying them to one of the assigned books.  .

Woolf and Modernism – review Woolf’s contributions to (and attitude towards) the literary movement called Modernism and explore how this plays out in one of the books.  Mrs. Dalloway might be the easiest to apply this to.  “Modern Fiction” and “Mr. Bennett and Mrs. Brown” are especially relevant essays.  Don’t try to cover every aspect of Woolf’s relation to Modernism, but rather focus in on what interests you, e.g., the way she develops characters or the way she warps time.

Woolf and Androgyny – way too much has been written on this topic, including whole books on Woolf’s “androgynous vision.”  It is a tricky topic in that it is all too easy to celebrate androgyny without examining the implications of erasing gender markers.  Orlando is the obvious book to work with here. See also the chapter toward the end of A Room of One’s Own in which Woolf explores whether the artist’s vision is necessarily androgynous.  The best essay I’ve read on this is Caughie’s essay on Orlando (see outside reading list).

Woolf and War – Woolf and most of her friends were pacifists.  A defining event of their lives was World War I. The obvious book to focus on for this topic is Mrs. Dalloway, since a main character, Septimus Warren Smith, is a shell-shocked WWI veteran.  See also “Thoughts on Peace in an Air Raid,” and if you want to understand Woolf’s most mature and radical analysis of war, read Three Guineas (1938).

Woolf and Feminism – this one is harder than it sounds, because the word “feminism” is variously defined.  The obvious book to focus on would be A Room of One’s Own, perhaps examining how it does or doesn’t define feminist/feminism (she uses the word only twice, both times negatively).  It would be interesting to do a search on the term using the Woolf CD-ROM available at the library.  It will search all of her books, journals, essays, and letters.

Woolf and Bloomsbury – a huge amount has been written about the Bloomsbury group, in which Woolf was a major figure.  The point here might be to focus on how the ideas/ideals associated with the Bloomsbury Group play out in one of the three novels studied.
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