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November 20, 2008

1. The committee: Dave Williams, Vistasp Karbhari, Lew Radonovich, S.T. Wu, Jacqui Shipe, John Pottenger, Marisa Atencio, and Patti Sparkman (recorder),  met three times.

2. The committee has addressed the following subjects:

· The philosophy of the international campus.

· Funding opportunities.

· Opportunities in China, India, Russia, France, Australia, South-East Asia, and Central America.

· Relationship building.

· Viable programs of study.

· Building on our existing relationship with NASA partners in Central America.

· Building on our existing relationship with USSRC in China.

       3.
Action items completed include:

· John Pottenger benchmarked other university campuses abroad.

· Jacqui Shipe explored funding opportunities from the World Bank Group, foundations and companies.

· The committee discussed the trade-offs between having an independent campus abroad and having a presence on another campus. It discussed lessons-learned from the experiments of other US Universities in Singapore, China, India and Europe, and considered challenges in getting curricula/degrees approved in some countries.

· The committee visited NSSTC to learn about SERVIR (the Mesoamerican Regional Visualization and Monitoring System) - a joint program between NASA and UAHuntsville serving Central America with satellite visualization for land use, weather (and other) emergencies and urban/infrastructure planning.

       4.  Action items outstanding include:

· The committee will spend significant time looking at institutions in the various countries and explore connections to see if there is a good relationship and synergy. Therefore:

· A visit will be made to Macau/China building on Prof. ST Wu’s contacts and the USSRC.

· A visit will be made India building on Prof. Ranganath’s contacts

· A visit will be made to Central America to assess the opportunities to leverage SERVIR activities with needs for programs in earth sciences, sustainability, transportation planning etc.

· Dave Williams, Vistasp Karbhari, Lew Radonovich and Jacqui Shipe will meet on December 15 at the International Finance Corporation of the World Bank Group.

· Lew Radonovich and Vistasp Karbhari are to develop the focused portfolio Jacqui suggested with four or five disciplinary areas.

· Lew Radonovich will suggest companies for Dave Williams to visit to discuss options.

· Dave Williams will work with Jacqui and Jeff on the suggested companies.

· Lew Radonovich and Jacqui Shipe will work on the white paper for the Rockefeller Foundation.

        5.  There have been no issues or problems.

        6. Comments:  It is important to distinguish between the many opportunities for  

            UAHuntsville students to study abroad, the continuing opportunities for 
            increasing the number of international students studying at UAHuntsville, and the 
            opportunity to develop a UAHuntsville presence in another country. While we 
            must work hard to increase all these opportunities, the purpose of this committee 
            is to make a decision on one site where we can establish a permanent 
            UAHuntsville presence in a foreign country to extend our international education  

            role and raise the international profile of our university.  The advantages accruing 
            from this are not just in raising our international profile but also in being able to 
            train highly qualified people in other nations and thereby enhance the socio-
            economic and cultural opportunities for them, as well as in developing strong 
            pipe-lines for collaboration and attracting top students to our doctoral programs.
Patti Sparkman, Recorder
