
PHL 202
Introduction to Ethics
Jones



¾ 33,000 children under the 
age of 5 die needlessly 
every day as a result of 
famine

ü 14,000* from malnutrition

ü 10,000* from acute 
respiratory infections

ü 6,000* from dehydration 
caused by chronic diarrhea

ü 2,700* from measles
*assuming annual deaths are evenly spread



¾ All 33,000 deaths are easily 
preventable
ü 75¢ / 3 meals

ü 25¢ / antibiotics course
¶cures respiratory illness

ü 15¢ / salt packet
¶prevents dehydration

ü 10¢ / vitamin A capsule
¶ treats measles 

ExtremelyConservative Estimate:

33,000 ³50¢ ³365 = 6 million/year 
prevents 18,000 children < 5 from 
dying of respiratory infections, 
dehydration, and measles





¾ What is the 
appropriate moral 
response to the 
famine situation?
üDo we (people in 

affluent countries) 
have an obligation 
to help famished 
people (especially 
those under 5 years 
of age)?



¾ In late July 2010, 
heavy monsoon 
rains caused the 
Indus River to 
overflow

¾ >2000 dead, >21 
million homeless
ü this is more than the combined

totals from the 2004 Indian 
ocean tsunami, the 2005 
Kashmir earthquake, and the 
2010 Haiti eartquake



Shikarpur, Pakistan �² Victims of
Pakistan's deadly floods mobbed relief
trucks carrying food Tuesday and
authorities in the northwest warned of
famine unless the region's farmers got
immediate help with planting new crops.

The floods began three weeks ago,
but there is little sign conditions are
improving for 20 million people - or one in
nine Pakistanis - who are affected. Tens
of thousands of villages remain under
water, and officials fear that more flooding
could be on the way.

The already shaky and unpopular government has been sorely tested by the disaster, which is
complicating the U.S.-backed campaign against Islamist militants. The international community
is rushing water, medicine, shelter and aid workers to the country, but aid groups and the
British government have complained that the response has been too slow and not generous
enough.

- T. Sullivan& A. Khan,sfgate.com,8.18.2010


