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Associate Professor
History Department
University of Alabama in Huntsville

Huntsville, AL 35899

warings@uah.edu
Office phone:  256-824-2565

Education
1988
Ph.D.  The University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, Ellis Hawley, advisor  

1982 
M.A.  The University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, Ellis Hawley, advisor  

1980   
B.A.  Doane College, Crete, Nebraska  
Scholarly Works:

· Books:

Challenger Inquiries;  Engineering, Politics, Knowledge and the Space Shuttle (in progress)

Power to Explore:  The History of NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center, 1960-1990.  With Andrew J. Dunar.  US GPO:  Washington, DC, 1999.  NASA SP-4313

Taylorism Transformed:  Scientific Management Theory Since 1945.  University of North Carolina Press, 1991

· Refereed Journal Articles:

"Cold Calculus: The Impact of the Cold War on Operations Research" in Radical History Review 63 (1995) 

· Papers Delivered at Professional Meetings:

“Behind Power to Explore:  A Case Study of a Conflicted NASA History Contract,” with Andrew J. Dunar, Organization of American History, 31 March 2005, San Jose, California

 “The Challenger Accident and Engineering Knowledge:  ‘What You Don’t Know…’” American Historical Association, 8 January 1999
"Beyond ‘the Gate of Heaven:’ Marshall Space Flight Center’s Diversification."  Society for the History of Technology 16 October 1993
"The Challenger Accident and Anachronism:  The Rogers Commission and NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center."  National Council on Public History, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania 1 May 1993
· Popular Science Articles

“Shuttle Accidents:  Patterns and Parables,” Space Times 43 (January/February 2004):  8-11

· Book Chapters

“Peter Drucker, MBO, and the Corporatist Critique of Scientific Management" in A Mental Revolution:  The Scientific Management Movement After Taylor, edited by Daniel Nelson.  Ohio State University Press, 1992

"Taylorism" in A Companion to American Thought, edited by Richard Fox and James Kloppenberg.  Blackwell Publishers, 1995  

· Book Reviews

Scientists, Business, and the State, 1890-1960, by Patrick J. McGrath, The University of North Carolina Press, 2002, American Historical Review October 2002

Systems, Experts, and Computers: The Systems Approach in Management and Engineering, World War II and After, by edited by Agatha C. Hughes and Thomas P. Hughes, MIT Press, 2000.  Business History Review  v75 Winter, 2001

Aiming for the Stars:  Dreamers and Doers of the Space Age, by Tom D. Crouch, 1999.  Technology and Culture 42 April, 2001 

American Dreams in Mississippi:  Consumers, Poverty and Culture, 1830-1998, by Ted Ownby, The University of North Carolina Press, 1999.  Journal of Mississippi History v53 Summer 2000

The Black O:  Racism and Redemption in an American Corporate Empire, by Steve Watkins, The University of Georgia Press, 1997.  Journal of Mississippi History
Powering Apollo:  James E. Webb of NASA, by W. Henry Lambright, Johns Hopkins University Press, 1995.  Journal of American History, September 1996

Chester I. Barnard and the Guardians of the Managerial State, by William G. Scott.  American Historical Review, June, 1994

The Origins and Evolution of the Field of Industrial Relations in the United States, by Bruce E. Kaufman, Cornell University Press, 1992.  Journal of American History, December 1993

Manufacturing Knowledge:  A History of the Hawthorne Experiments, by Richard Gillespie, Cambridge University Press, 1991.  American Historical Review, December, 1992

Invited Colloquia, Seminars and Presentations:

“Talking History:  Oral History at the Marshall Space Flight Center,”  NASA Faculty Fellowship Program, MSFC, 31 July 2003 

“American Life and Politics, 1900-1940,” Madison County Schools, Teaching American History Program, Huntsville, AL, 18 March 2003

“An Accident in History:  Interpretations of Challenger,”  UAH Liberal Arts Colloquium, 31 January, 2003

“After the Accident:  Stories of Challenger,” Marshall Space Flight Center, NASA Faculty Fellowship Program, 8 August 2002
Tours of ‘Dimensions of Dora:  Darkness and Despair Exhibit,’ UAH Union Grove Gallery, 14 January-15 February 2001

“Did Cold Weather Cause the Challenger Accident?” American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, Reno, Nevada, 8 January 2001

“Taylorism Transformed:  Management and Leadership in a Democratic Society,” Leadership Seminar, Jepson School of Leadership, University of Richmond, 2 March 1999

“The Challenger Accident:  Failure of Leadership or Understanding?” Jepson School of Leadership, University of Richmond, 1 March, 1999

“Making Goods:  Work, Machines, and Values in Industrializing America,” Burritt Museum, Huntsville, AL, 27 October, 1998

“Science, Religion, and History” for History Forum ‘97, Creationism and Evolution:  The History of a Controversy, Huntsville, Alabama, 27 February 1997

"Space Shuttle Challenger Accident," public lecture, Alabama Honors Council Conference, Huntsville, Alabama, 17 February 1996

“After the Death of Astronauts:  The Apollo Fire and Challenger Accident Investigations,” Apollo Anniversary Symposium, Auburn University, October 1994

 “History of the Hubble Space Telescope,” Phi Theta Kappa Honors Institute, Huntsville, Alabama, August 1994

"The Challenger Accident," Space Orientation for Professional Educators--Social Science, UAH, 17 June 1993

"History of Business Ethics Ideas," UAH College of Administrative Science, Faculty Workshop on Business Ethics, 5 March 1993

"Anatomy of an Accident:  The Challenger Disaster," UAH Liberal Arts Colloquium, 15January 1993

"History of Marshall Space Flight Center," Space Orientation for Professional Educators--Social Science, UAH, June 1992

“Taylorism Transformed,” WLRH Community Scholar Radio Program, 29 April 1992

"History of Marshall Space Flight Center," UAH Honors Forum, May 1991

Research Grants and Contracts: 

NASA Faculty Fellowship, Marshall Space Flight Center, Summer 2003 ($12, 000)

NASA Faculty Fellowship, Marshall Space Flight Center, Summer 2002 ($12, 000)

NASA-MSFC Contract for History of NASA’s Marshall Space Flight Center, with Andrew J. Dunar, ($613,000), 1988-1999

Fellowship in Aerospace History, American Historical Association, 1995-96 (Challenger research)

UAH Research Mini-Grant, 1996 (travel for Challenger research)

UAH Humanities Center Research Grant, Summer 1996 (Challenger microfilm and digital records)

UAH Humanities Center Research Grant, Summer 1995 (travel Challenger research)

Honors, Awards, and Special Recognitions:

Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, University of Alabama in Huntsville, 2003

Outstanding Teacher, College of Liberal Arts, presented by UAH Student Government Association, 2002-2003

American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics, History Manuscript Award, 2001, with Andrew J. Dunar, for Power to Explore:  A History of Marshall Space Flight Center, 1960-1990
UAH Foundation Award for Outstanding Research, 2000

UAH Foundation Award for Distinguished Teaching, 1998

UAH Outstanding Student Group Advisor, Tau Omega Chapter of Phi Alpha Theta, 1993-1994

Alabama Library Association/Social Issues Resources Series Intellectual Freedom Award, with Andrew J. Dunar, 1993, (for successful defense of censorship of MSFC History Project)

Louis Pelzer Dissertation Fellowship in American History, The University of Iowa, 1987-88
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