
February 2016 

Dear Professional Educator: 

Can you answer “Yes!” to one or more of the following questions?  Would you like to 

• Explore first-hand a rainforest ecosystem in Costa Rica?
• Research successful literacy education in New Zealand?
• Study art or architecture in Italy?
• Research major sites of World War II?

The point is: 
• Have you ever wanted to pursue an independent study program of your own design?
• Is finding financial support a problem?

If you can answer “Yes!” to the last two questions, we would like to invite you to apply for a 
scholarship administered under the Success Through Academic Research (STAR) Project at the 
University of Alabama in Huntsville, through the Intensive Language and Cultural Program. 

A limited number of STAR scholarships will be awarded to Alabama teachers (K-12) for 
independent study conducted before January 31, 2017.  The amount of each scholarship will not 
exceed $3,300.  Any proposed projects from the core subject areas of mathematics, science, 
English, reading and language arts, civic and government, foreign languages, arts, geography, 
history, and economics are eligible for consideration.  Preference will be given to programs 
conducted outside of the United States. 

Please take a few moments to read the enclosed material for other eligibility requirements and the 
application process.  If you have an idea for an independent study project, I urge you to apply.  If 
you are interested in applying, please notify us of your intent by sending an email 
to star@uah.edu. We will use this information to convene our review panel.

Email your intent to apply to star@uah.edu by 5pm March 1, 2016.  The deadline for 
applications is 5:00pm, March 14, 2016. Evaluation of applications will begin March 15, 
2016.  Announcements of awards will go out by the March 30, 2016. If you have any questions, 
please e-mail star@uah.edu or call 256-824-2370.

Sincerely, 

Andrea Word, Ed.D.  
Director, Intensive Language and Culture Program 

Attachments 



 ATTENTION 
K-12 TEACHERS

STAR 
“Success Through Academic 

Research” Project 
Scholarships of up to $3,300 

are available to qualified teachers who 
have submitted meritorious proposals. 

Design your own program of independent 
study to enhance your teaching! 

Preference will be given to programs 
conducted outside of the United States. 

Application Deadline is March 14,2016. 
     The 2016-17 STAR Project is administered by: Intensive Language and Culture 

The University of Alabama in Huntsville 
Morton Hall – Room 232B 
Huntsville, Alabama 35899 
star@uah.edu        256-824-2370 

This project is funded in part by a federal grant awarded to the PSC Dept. under the No Child Left Behind Act 
administered by the Alabama Commission on Higher Education.  $36,525 of the cost of the project is financed with 
federal funds.  The opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the position of the Alabama Commission on Higher 
Education (ACHE) and no official endorsement by this agency should be inferred. 



2016-2017 STAR 
Success Through Academic Research Project: The Independent Study Scholarship Program 

Information/ Instruction 

Grants:  Limited number of scholarships up to $3,300 will be awarded 

Objective:  To provide meritorious Alabama teachers (K-12) with an opportunity to enhance subject-
matter expertise in classroom teaching through an independent study project, preferably outside of 
the United States 

Eligibility Requirements:  Teachers must meet the following requirements: 

• Have completed at least three years of full-time teaching
• Are, or will be, under contract as a full-time classroom teacher in an Alabama school for the 

2016-2017 academic year
• Have at least five years of teaching service remaining before retirement
• Have the capacity for study as demonstrated by previous accomplishments and as certified by 

letter of recommendation
• Have not already been awarded an ACE or STAR scholarship 

Application Procedures:  Teachers who meet the conditions of eligibility and who desire 
consideration for a scholarship must submit the following application materials: 

1. Completed scholarship application form
2. Curriculum vitae or résumé
3. A study plan (see below)
4. Completed budget form (use form included)
5. One letter of recommendation from the applicant’s principal or a colleague, either of whom

can comment on the classroom character of the applicant

Study Plan: 

• Describe completely and specifically the proposed independent project of study
• Provide dates and location
• Give reasons for applying and discuss the impact that you anticipate the study project will

have on your professional life
• Discuss how this project will be beneficial to your intellectual growth and classroom

effectiveness, including the use of technology where applicable
• Identify special core subject area needs in your school and community
• See sample plan included

Evaluation:  In order to determine the value of the independent study project, each scholarship 
recipient will be assigned a mentor with whom he or she can devise strategies to incorporate into 
classroom teaching the benefits of the independent study experience.  A follow up session will be 
held in Spring 2017.  A final report will be due at the end of the school year. 

Please e-mail the completed application materials to star@uah.edu or mail it to the address 
below by 5pm, March 14, 2016: 

The University of Alabama in Huntsville 
Intensive Language and Culture Program �Attn Ms &hronis�
Morton Hall – Room 232B 
Huntsville, AL  35899 



2016-2017 STAR 
Success Through Academic Research Project: 
The Independent Study Scholarship Program 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION FORM 
(An incomplete application form will result in disqualification.) 

CORE SUBJECT AREA:  (please check only one and give specific subfield if applicable) 

 Mathematics      Arts     History   

 Science      Geography    English   

 Civics and Government      Economics      Foreign Languages 

 Reading or Language Arts 

TITLE OF PROPOSED STUDY PLAN: 

DATES OF PROPOSED PROJECT (must be completed by January 31, 2017): 

PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION: 

NAME: (Dr. Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss)  

! White, non-Hispanic     ! Black, non-Hispanic     ! Hispanic     ! Asian/Pacific Islander     ! American Indian/Alaskan Native     ! Other 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE:   home or cell: work: 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

SCHOOL (where currently teaching): 

ADDRESS:  CITY: STATE: ZIP:  

SCHOOL DISTRICT:   

APPLICANT’S HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION (BA, MA, PH.D.): Other: 

CERTIFICATE LEVEL (A, AA, B, Other-specify, no certificate): 

TOTAL NUMBER OF YEARS TEACHING (do not count internship): 

GRADE LEVEL(S) CURRENTLY TEACHING:   HOW LONG: 

SUBJECT AREAS CURRENTLY TEACHING:   

TOTAL NUMBER OF STUDENTS ANNUALLY IN ALL OF YOUR CLASSES: 

CERTIFICATION OF TEACHER APPLICANT: 
“I certify that all the statements made in this application form and accompanying study plan are true and complete to the best of my 
knowledge.  If awarded an independent study project scholarship, I will comply with all of the requirements described in this application.” 

Teacher Signature Date 

CERTIFICATION OF APPLICANT BY PRINCIPAL: 
“I certify that the foregoing information is correct to the best of my knowledge.  The candidate is currently employed at this school, and is 
expected to teach here or in Alabama following the independent study project.” 

Principal Signature Date 

Name of School 



2016-2017 STAR 
Success Through Academic Research (STAR) Project: 

The Independent Study Scholarship Program
_________________

DETAILED BUDGET FORM 

Please include appropriate program costs and any sources of support.  Do not request funding for 
the following items: classroom books and equipment, tuition for a graduate course, support for 
another ACHE-sponsored program, passport, medical vaccinations, insurance, and fees for 
national board or other certification. 

Name _____________________________________________________ 
AMOUNT 

Registration fees, if any 

Travel (describe, e.g., air, car) 

Other transportation  (describe, e.g., rental car, taxi) 

Parking 
$______ daily  x  ______ days  = 

Lodging 
$______ daily  x  ______ days  = 

Meals  
$______ daily  x  ______ days  = 

Program materials (describe) 

Other (describe) 

TOTAL PROGRAM COSTS 

Other financial support, if any (describe, e.g., school district, personal) 

AMOUNT REQUESTED 
(subtract “Other financial support” from “Total Program Costs”) 

For office use only AMOUNT APPROVED










