[bookmark: h.jh67edqyzq0f]Basic Outline Worksheet
[bookmark: _GoBack]Most academic papers require a similar structure, no matter their length. This basic format includes having an introduction, body, and conclusion. Use this handout to begin drafting information for your paper. If writing a research essay, pair with the “Research Essay Outline and Worksheet” handout for more specific instructions.

I. Introduction
Possible ideas for the introduction:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
a. Thesis Statement (Usually the last sentence(s) in the introduction):
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Body
A paper may have few or many main points: decide how many your paper will need based on your assignment and topic.
Main Point: ___________________________________________________________________________
Examples/Details/Explanations:
a. ____________________________________________________________________________
b. ____________________________________________________________________________
c. ____________________________________________________________________________
Main Point: ___________________________________________________________________________
Examples/Details/Explanations:
a. ____________________________________________________________________________
b. ____________________________________________________________________________
c. ____________________________________________________________________________
Main Point: ___________________________________________________________________________
Examples/Details/Explanations:
a. ____________________________________________________________________________
b. ____________________________________________________________________________
c. ____________________________________________________________________________
III. Conclusion
Reworded Thesis (usually found near the beginning of the conclusion):
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
a. Other ideas to conclude:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Adapted from Crestmont’s “Basic Outline of a Paper”
