


Introduc)ons	
  

•  OIE	
  Staff	
  
-­‐-­‐	
  Joy	
  Werka 	
   	
   	
  -­‐-­‐Mona	
  Foroughi	
  
-­‐-­‐	
  Anita	
  Rathz 	
   	
   	
  -­‐-­‐	
  Sabrina	
  Williams 	
  	
  

	
  Grad	
  Studies	
  -­‐Linda	
  Clugstone	
  
•  Dr.	
  David	
  Berkowitz,	
  Dean	
  of	
  Graduate	
  Studies	
  
•  Dr.	
  Andrea	
  Word,	
  Director	
  of	
  ILC	
  Program	
  
•  TJ	
  Brecciaroli,	
  Interim	
  Dean	
  of	
  Students	
  
•  Student	
  groups	
  	
  
•  Volunteers	
  



Agenda	
  for	
  the	
  morning	
  

•  WELCOME	
  
•  Meet	
  your	
  fellow	
  students	
  
•  Presenta)ons	
  from	
  campus	
  partners	
  and	
  OIE	
  
•  Orienta)on	
  schedule	
  
•  Answering	
  your	
  ques)ons	
  
•  LUNCH	
  
•  Connect/network	
  



Roll	
  Call	
  of	
  Na)ons	
  



Huntsville	
  

•  hUps://vimeo.com/97377704	
  



Student	
  Life	
  at	
  UAH	
  

•  Student	
  Success	
  
•  Student	
  Engagement	
  
•  Athle)cs	
  



Transporta)on	
  

•  UAH	
  ShuUle	
  Bus	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

•  City	
  ShuUle	
  Bus:	
  
hUp://www.hsvcity.com/PublicTran/public_trans.php	
  	
  



Health	
  and	
  Well	
  Being	
  

•  Health	
  Insurance	
  
•  Counselling	
  Center	
  
•  Fitness	
  Center	
  



CULTURAL	
  BINGO	
  



What	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  

•  Immigra)on	
  
•  Safety	
  
•  Campus	
  Business	
  

– Bursar	
  Office,	
  Registra)on	
  in	
  classes,	
  Charger	
  
Central	
  (change	
  of	
  address)	
  

•  TECH	
  –	
  Banner,	
  Canvas,	
  UAH	
  email,	
  UAlert	
  



F1/J1	
  Essen)als	
  

•  Register	
  full	
  )me	
  
– Fall/spring	
  semesters	
  
– Undergraduate	
  12	
  hours,	
  graduate	
  9	
  hours	
  	
  
– Credits	
  at	
  degree	
  level	
  towards	
  your	
  major	
  
– Do	
  not	
  drop	
  a	
  class	
  without	
  our	
  permission	
  

• What	
  does	
  it	
  mean	
  to	
  be	
  ‘out	
  of	
  status’	
  



Keep	
  Immigra)on	
  Documents	
  Valid	
  

•  Passport	
  should	
  have	
  at	
  least	
  6	
  months	
  
validity	
  

•  I-­‐20	
  cannot	
  expire	
  before	
  you	
  finish	
  –	
  
extension	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  done	
  before	
  end	
  date	
  

•  See	
  an	
  advisor	
  with	
  ques)ons	
  



I-­‐20	
  OR	
  DS-­‐2019	
  	
  



F1	
  or	
  J1	
  visa	
  

•  Stamp	
  affixed	
  in	
  passport	
  	
  
•  Does	
  not	
  determine	
  length	
  of	
  stay	
  in	
  U.S.	
  
•  If	
  it	
  expires	
  when	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  U.S.,	
  you	
  
must	
  renew	
  visa	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  U.S.	
  

•  A	
  visa	
  cannot	
  be	
  issued	
  inside	
  the	
  United	
  
States	
  



I-­‐94	
  arrival/departure	
  record	
  

•  Print	
  off	
  and	
  turn	
  in	
  within	
  2	
  weeks	
  of	
  arrival	
  
to	
  ISSS	
  

•  You	
  can	
  use	
  our	
  printer/computer	
  
•  You	
  need	
  this	
  for	
  Social	
  Security	
  
Administra)on	
  –	
  Driver’s	
  License	
  or	
  State	
  ID	
  
card	
  





Passport	
  

•  At	
  least	
  6	
  months	
  validity	
  
•  Keep	
  in	
  safe	
  place	
  
•  Suggest	
  a	
  state	
  ID	
  	
  



Repor)ng	
  changes	
  and	
  employment	
  

•  Change	
  in	
  address	
  –	
  charger	
  central	
  or	
  
BANNER	
  –	
  any)me	
  you	
  move	
  submit	
  the	
  new	
  
address	
  

•  Advisors	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  any	
  changes	
  in	
  major,	
  
financial	
  sponsor,	
  visa	
  status	
  

•  TRAVEL	
  SIGNATURE	
  PROCESS	
  
	
  



On	
  campus	
  employment	
  

•  20	
  hour	
  per	
  week	
  limit	
  
•  GTA/GRA	
  is	
  on	
  campus	
  employment	
  
•  On	
  campus	
  job	
  applica)on	
  once	
  have	
  posi)on	
  
offer	
  needs	
  a	
  signature	
  from	
  an	
  advisor	
  to	
  
proceed	
  –	
  and	
  help	
  with	
  SSN	
  



Off	
  Campus	
  Employment	
  

•  Off	
  campus	
  work	
  is	
  very	
  limited	
  –	
  see	
  an	
  
advisor	
  for	
  details	
  
– Curricular	
  Prac)cal	
  Training	
  (CPT)	
  
– Op)onal	
  Prac)cal	
  Training	
  (OPT)	
  
– Severe	
  Economic	
  Hardship	
  (SEH)	
  

•  No	
  restaurant	
  jobs	
  or	
  other	
  unauthorized	
  off	
  
campus	
  employment!	
  	
  



Who	
  to	
  trust?	
  

•  SEE	
  AN	
  ADVISOR	
  
•  Don’t	
  ask	
  friends,	
  professors,	
  or	
  the	
  internet	
  

•  DSO	
  role	
  on	
  campus	
  and	
  with	
  immigra)on	
  
•  Study	
  in	
  the	
  States	
  or	
  other	
  government	
  
websites	
  (USCIS,	
  DHS)	
  



•  If	
  you	
  feel	
  like	
  you	
  are	
  out	
  of	
  status	
  –	
  see	
  us	
  
ASAP	
  -­‐	
  If	
  you	
  fall	
  out	
  of	
  status	
  –	
  you	
  must	
  
depart	
  the	
  U.S.	
  

•  Walk-­‐in	
  advising,	
  call	
  or	
  email	
  
•  256-­‐824-­‐6055,	
  isss@uah.edu,	
  Monday	
  and	
  
Friday	
  10-­‐12,	
  Tuesday,	
  Wednesday,	
  Thursday	
  
1:30	
  -­‐	
  4	
  



Stay	
  informed	
  

•  Read	
  your	
  UAH	
  email	
  regularly	
  
•  Weekly	
  announcements	
  
•  Reminder	
  to	
  file	
  tax	
  return	
  in	
  Spring	
  
•  Important	
  deadlines	
  
•  Job	
  opportuni)es	
  
•  Trips	
  and	
  Social	
  Events	
  
	
  



What	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  

•  Immigra)on	
  
•  Safety	
  
•  Campus	
  Business	
  

– Bursar	
  Office,	
  Registra)on	
  in	
  classes,	
  Charger	
  
Central	
  (change	
  of	
  address)	
  

•  TECH	
  –	
  Banner,	
  Canvas,	
  UAH	
  email,	
  UAlert	
  



Culture	
  Shock	
  

Counseling	
  Center	
  
Wilson	
  Hall	
  329.	
  256.824.6203	
  
	
  
ISSS	
  
Conference	
  Training	
  Center	
  116.	
  256.824.6055	
  
	
  



BREAK	
  



Staying	
  Safe	
  on	
  Campus	
  and	
  in	
  
the	
  U.S.	
  

What	
  you	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  
	
  



First	
  things	
  First	
  

•  UAH	
  is	
  a	
  safe	
  campus	
  and	
  Huntsville	
  is	
  a	
  safe	
  
community	
  

•  You	
  will	
  find	
  people	
  to	
  be	
  friendly,	
  helpful	
  and	
  
courteous	
  

	
  



Campus	
  safety-­‐	
  Risk	
  Reduc)on	
  Tips	
  

•  Be	
  aware	
  of	
  your	
  surroundings	
  



Walking	
  on	
  Campus	
  During	
  the	
  Day	
  
•  Walk	
  in	
  groups	
  when	
  possible	
  	
  
•  Avoid	
  isolated	
  or	
  dark	
  areas	
  
•  Travel	
  with	
  confidence	
  and	
  a	
  purpose	
  
•  Do	
  not	
  wear	
  earphones	
  while	
  walking	
  or	
  jogging	
  
•  Use	
  crosswalks	
  and	
  stop	
  lights	
  to	
  cross	
  major	
  intersec)ons	
  

	
  



Walking	
  on	
  Campus	
  aper	
  Dark	
  
•  Walk	
  in	
  groups	
  aper	
  dark	
  
•  Walk	
  in	
  well-­‐lit	
  and	
  easily	
  visible	
  areas.	
  
•  When	
  going	
  out,	
  consider	
  leqng	
  someone	
  know	
  where	
  you	
  are,	
  who	
  you	
  will	
  

be	
  with,	
  and	
  when	
  you	
  will	
  return.	
  
•  Be	
  alert	
  and	
  keep	
  your	
  cellphone	
  and	
  keys	
  easily	
  accessible	
  
•  Before	
  exi)ng	
  a	
  building	
  or	
  car,	
  look	
  around	
  the	
  area	
  for	
  anything	
  suspicious.	
  
•  Try	
  to	
  avoid	
  working	
  or	
  studying	
  alone	
  in	
  a	
  campus	
  building	
  at	
  night.	
  
•  Know	
  the	
  loca)ons	
  of	
  emergency	
  telephones.	
  



Personal	
  Safety	
  Tips	
  
•  If	
  you	
  are	
  being	
  followed,	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  nearest	
  area	
  of	
  safety	
  and	
  if	
  possible,	
  

use	
  your	
  cell	
  phone	
  to	
  call	
  911.	
  
•  If	
  confronted	
  by	
  a	
  situa)on,	
  try	
  to	
  remain	
  calm.	
  
•  If	
  it	
  is	
  safe	
  to	
  do	
  so,	
  try	
  to	
  get	
  a	
  detailed	
  descrip)on	
  of	
  suspects	
  or	
  

suspicious	
  persons	
  and/or	
  their	
  vehicle(s).	
  
•  Do	
  not	
  use	
  ATMS	
  (automated	
  bank	
  teller	
  machines)	
  alone,	
  at	
  night,	
  or	
  

when	
  someone	
  suspicious	
  is	
  nearby.	
  
•  Avoid	
  strangers;	
  you	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  to	
  stop	
  and	
  talk	
  to	
  them.	
  
•  Stay	
  alert,	
  and	
  plan	
  ahead	
  for	
  “What	
  if…?”	
  

	
  



Important	
  Phone	
  Numbers	
  

•  Emergency	
  and	
  Non-­‐Emergency	
  Phone	
  
Numbers	
  

•  EMERGENCY:	
  	
  911	
  from	
  any	
  phone	
  
•  EMERGENCY:	
  	
  6911	
  from	
  Campus	
  phones	
  
•  EMERGENCY:	
  	
  256.824.6911	
  from	
  any	
  phone	
  
•  Non-­‐Emergency	
  UAH	
  Police	
  
Number:	
  	
  256.824.6596	
  

	
  



•  Voice	
  messages	
  to	
  cell,	
  home	
  and	
  office	
  
phones	
  

•  Text	
  messages	
  to	
  cell	
  phones	
  
•  Email	
  messages	
  
•  UAH	
  Facebook	
  page	
  and	
  
UAH	
  Police	
  Facebook	
  page	
  

•  UAH	
  TwiUer	
  Feeds	
  
(@UAH_UAlert	
  and	
  @UAHuntsville)	
  



Residen)al	
  Safety	
  
•  Do	
  not	
  prop	
  open	
  exterior	
  doors.	
  
•  When	
  entering	
  a	
  building	
  with	
  access	
  control	
  in	
  place,	
  do	
  not	
  allow	
  

strangers	
  to	
  enter	
  behind	
  you.	
  
•  Always	
  lock	
  your	
  door	
  when	
  you	
  leave,	
  sleep	
  or	
  work	
  late.	
  
•  Par)cipate	
  in	
  all	
  safety	
  drills.	
  
•  Make	
  sure	
  your	
  apartment	
  has	
  lights,	
  locks,	
  and	
  alarms	
  as	
  needed.	
  
•  Be	
  on	
  the	
  look	
  out	
  for	
  people	
  who	
  don’t	
  belong.	
  
•  If	
  you	
  see	
  someone	
  you	
  consider	
  suspicious	
  or	
  out	
  of	
  place,	
  call	
  UAH	
  

Police	
  or	
  911	
  if	
  you	
  are	
  off	
  campus	
  immediately.	
  



Protec)ng	
  your	
  Iden)ty	
  and	
  Property	
  
•  Register	
  your	
  bicycle	
  with	
  the	
  UAH	
  Police	
  Department.	
  
•  Record	
  the	
  serial	
  numbers	
  of	
  your	
  belongings.	
  Engrave	
  or	
  permanently	
  mark	
  items	
  

with	
  a	
  unique	
  iden)fying	
  number.	
  
•  Keep	
  your	
  car	
  locked.	
  Store	
  items	
  out	
  of	
  sight	
  or	
  in	
  your	
  room/office.	
  
•  Coats,	
  backpacks,	
  and	
  purses	
  should	
  remain	
  with	
  you	
  or	
  be	
  locked	
  up.	
  
•  Be	
  careful	
  with	
  “name	
  brand”	
  items	
  and	
  leaving	
  things	
  in	
  common	
  areas.	
  
•  Do	
  not	
  share	
  your	
  personal	
  informa)on	
  with	
  people	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  need	
  it.	
  
•  Protect	
  your	
  passwords,	
  computer	
  creden)als	
  and	
  credit	
  card	
  informa)on.	
  

	
  



Cultural	
  Safety	
  Tip	
  #1	
  

•  The	
  U.S.	
  has	
  strict	
  laws	
  concerning	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  
alcohol,	
  especially	
  regarding	
  drinking	
  alcohol	
  
while	
  driving	
  and	
  underage	
  drinking.	
  	
  



Alcohol	
  Laws	
  to	
  be	
  aware	
  of	
  
•  Possession	
  of	
  alcoholic	
  beverages	
  by	
  a	
  person	
  who	
  is	
  under	
  age	
  21	
  is	
  

illegal.	
  
•  Using	
  a	
  fake	
  ID	
  or	
  misrepresen)ng	
  your	
  age	
  is	
  also	
  illegal	
  and	
  punishable	
  

by	
  law.	
  	
  
•  Purchasing	
  alcoholic	
  beverages	
  for	
  a	
  person	
  under	
  the	
  age	
  of	
  21	
  is	
  illegal.	
  
•  Driving	
  while	
  under	
  the	
  influence	
  of	
  alcohol	
  is	
  illegal	
  and	
  can	
  result	
  in	
  jail	
  

)me	
  and	
  loss	
  of	
  legal	
  status	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States.	
  



Cultural	
  Safety	
  Tip	
  #2	
  
•  DRUGS	
  ARE	
  NOT	
  LEGAL	
  AT	
  BOTH	
  STATE	
  AND	
  FEDERAL	
  

LEVEL.	
  
•  Marijuana	
  is	
  not	
  legal	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  Alabama.	
  
•  Possession	
  of	
  ANY	
  illegal	
  drug	
  or	
  controlled	
  substance	
  is	
  not	
  

legal.	
  



Cultural	
  Safety	
  Tip	
  #3	
  

Understanding	
  the	
  role	
  of	
  Police	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  
States.	
  
•  Police	
  are	
  responsible	
  for	
  safeguarding	
  the	
  public	
  and	
  upholding	
  local	
  and	
  

federal	
  laws.	
  
•  Police	
  are	
  considered	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  community	
  resource.	
  
•  Police	
  are	
  called	
  for	
  domes)c	
  issues	
  and	
  things	
  that	
  may	
  be	
  considered	
  

personal	
  or	
  family	
  maUers	
  in	
  your	
  home	
  country.	
  



Tips	
  for	
  interac)ons	
  with	
  the	
  police	
  if	
  
you	
  are	
  stopped	
  or	
  pulled	
  over	
  

•  Think	
  carefully	
  about	
  your	
  words,	
  movement,	
  body	
  language,	
  and	
  emo)ons.	
  
•  Keep	
  your	
  hands	
  where	
  the	
  police	
  can	
  see	
  them	
  and	
  do	
  not	
  exit	
  your	
  vehicle	
  

unless	
  you	
  are	
  instructed	
  to	
  do	
  so	
  
•  Don’t	
  touch	
  any	
  police	
  officer.	
  
•  Bribery	
  is	
  illegal	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  
•  Interna)onal	
  Students	
  have	
  the	
  same	
  rights	
  as	
  American	
  ci)zens	
  for	
  police	
  

maUers.	
  
•  Contact	
  a	
  UAH	
  DSO	
  if	
  you	
  have	
  been	
  arrested.	
  

	
  



General	
  Safety	
  Tips	
  for	
  Interna)onal	
  
Students	
  

•  Be	
  careful	
  when	
  biking	
  or	
  walking	
  outside	
  of	
  
campus	
  

•  Do	
  not	
  hitchhike	
  in	
  the	
  U.S.	
  	
  
•  Do	
  not	
  excessively	
  rely	
  on	
  other	
  interna)onal	
  
students.	
  	
  

•  Do	
  not	
  drive	
  without	
  a	
  license	
  
•  No	
  smoking	
  in	
  buildings	
  or	
  in	
  dorm	
  rooms	
  
•  Do	
  not	
  go	
  to	
  the	
  Emergency	
  Room	
  for	
  non-­‐
emergencies	
  

•  Exercise	
  cau)on	
  when	
  using	
  alcohol	
  



Schedule	
  for	
  the	
  week	
  
•  ID	
  card	
  (aper	
  this	
  session	
  with	
  your	
  volunteer	
  
leaders)	
  

•  Health	
  Center	
  -­‐	
  tomorrow	
  
•  Registra)on	
  in	
  Classes	
  (holds	
  removed	
  this	
  
apernoon)	
  	
  

•  Next	
  orienta)on	
  –	
  undergrad,	
  grad,	
  ILC	
  (check	
  
your	
  schedule	
  or	
  ask	
  someone)	
  

•  ShuUle	
  to	
  Social	
  Security	
  Administra)on	
  (GTAs/
GRAs)	
  	
  

•  First	
  day	
  of	
  class	
  –	
  tui)on	
  due	
  by	
  5pm	
  	
  



•  hUps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=mIXMUxF48I	
  	
  

•  hUp://www.uah.edu/images/administra)ve/
student-­‐life/wow_events_2015.pdf	
  



Student	
  Organiza)ons	
  

•  ISO	
  
•  CSSA	
  
•  MEET	
  
•  And	
  more	
  



BEFORE	
  YOU	
  LEAVE	
  

•  A	
  completed	
  SEVIS	
  check	
  in	
  form	
  
•  Op)onal	
  leUer	
  for	
  AL	
  Credit	
  Union	
  
•  GTA/GRAs	
  leUer	
  for	
  Social	
  Security	
  Numbers	
  
•  How	
  to	
  retrieve	
  CBP	
  I-­‐94	
  (Arrival/Departure)	
  
record	
  	
  

•  Ensure	
  you	
  have	
  your	
  original	
  immigra)on	
  
documents	
  (and	
  those	
  of	
  any	
  dependents)	
  


