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Dear Enployer:

In cur rapidly changing world, the need for business involvemsnt
in pur education system has become a necessity in order to train
future generations to fompete in the global economy . U 5. Becretary
of Education, Rodney Paige, recognizes that “in the past, draduating
students competed with fob ssekers in their community or counbry.

Now our graduates compete globally. There is ne longer Ny guarantees
of employment with a high schocl diploms. Even a college diploma may
not be a meaningful measure. We have entered a new age: the 21st
century 1s now a service sconomy dependent on technolegy, innovation,
infaormaticn, and technical skills.* AaAn inwvestment in edugation is an
investment in the company itself because "businesses absorb higher
costs because of remedial education training, low productivity,
higher health care costs, on-the-job injuries, and other costs
assooiated with an inadequate educaticon.®

tne worthwhile coportuniiy your company carl take to enharce {ts
workfores and to better the education of students is called Co-
operative Education (Co-op). Co-op provides an unparalleled
cpportunity for students to enhance thelr academics by combining
classroom learning with practical work experience. Studsnts
alternate terms of school and terms of paid work directly related to
their academic studies. They can gain professicnal job skoerience
and a salary that is usually sufficient to pay ' a substantial portisn
af iz or her college sducation.

Zurrently, many employvers depend on colleges .and universities to
provide job-ready graduates. Graduating Co-ops usually have at least
one year ¢f work experience and are immediately productive in the
work place. Co-op provides a superk means of reécfuiting dnd training
future smpleyees. Not only 1s the program beneficial and rewarding
to the emplover, it will kesp Alabama's work forcoe competitive in the
highly advanced, technologically-oriented world.,

In QCo-gperative Educalbion, svervhddy wins - sbudents, enplovers,
and the education system. Through Co-op, emplcyers and schools

]
o

strengthen the educational process and prepare students to be
productive members of society. [ encourage you to conzider the
pessibility of starting a Co-op program in your place of business.
For more information about Co-Operatbtive Education, contast wveour local
college or university or the National Commission for Cooperative

Educaticn.

Sincer=ly,

Richard Shelby }::
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